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FEditorial

With this, the first issue of Progressive Worker, we renew the fight
to revitalize the Revolutionary Working Class movement in Canada. We pledge
anew to raise on high the banner of Working Class struggle which has been
dropped by the faint of heart.

In casting about to find a few words to say about our intentions, we
were reminded of the words of William Lloyd Garrison, the great anti-slavery
agitator, when he introduced the first issue of "The Liberator'. Theyare just
as fitting for us today as they were for Garrison and "The Liberator' in 1831.

"] am aware that many object to the severity of my language; butis
there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as Youth, and as uncom-
promising as Justice. On this subject I do not wish to think, or speak, or
write, with moderation. No! No! Tell a man whose house is on fire to give
a moderate alarm - but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the pre-
sent. I am in earnest - I will not equivocate - I will not excuse - I will not
retreat a single inch - and I will be heard. The apathy of the people is enough
to make every statue leap from its pedestal and hasten the resurrection of the
dead. "

Like Garrison, we will be heard - and we will not retreat. Wehave
not occupied the stage for the purpose of soothing ruffled nerves - butrather
to act as a goad, We are here to fan the flames of discontent, and disdainto
dissimulate or hide our intentions from any man - friend or foe.

We will speak out consistently and unwaveringly for the destructiond
the system of capitalist exploitation and its replacement with a new Socialist
society in which man can, at last, reach his full stature.
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COPS SCABHERD FOR D.S. SCOTT
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The strike at the Scott Transport
is ended; and the manner of its ending
served to underline the partisan role of
Courts and police, again, as always, on
the side of capital against labour. Less
than 72 hours after a police detail had
resorted to violence, and the arrest of
women and children, in order to smash the
picket line - and at the very moment when
workers were standing in court facing a
charge of unlawful assembly - the company
officials made a complete capitulation,
granting all demands of the strikers, and
to openly admitthatthe workers were
in the right from the beginning.

It was clear from the start that
this Company was guilty of a flagrant vio-
lation of the workers' right to organize.
Those among the employees who dared to
insistontheir rights were fired on the
obviously trumped up charge of "incompe-
tence'" which had gone undetected until
they had decided to become union men.
Others - totalling more than 30 - were
fired out of hand when they stood in soli-
darity with their union brothers.

Into this situation; at the call of
the boss, strode the law in all its majesty,
prepared to do battle in defence of the
rights of capital.

First, came an injunctionordering

the striking workers to remove themselves

MILITANT WORKERS DEFY COPS AT TEAMSTER'S S'fRIKE

from the vicinity of the Company premises.

But their places were quickly filled by
women and children - and by brothers from
other unions who rallied around in solidar -
ity. The company vehicles remained immo -
bilized. Then came thenext foul act in
the drama.

On the afternoon of Saturday, Oct -
ober 3rd, following an hour long confer-
ence between company officials and police,
held in th e firms private offices - a large
force of police was mobilized, obviously
preparedtodoviolence. Many of these thugs
in uniform openly displayed their not so
latent fascist tendencies. Quickly going
into action they manhandled women. chil -
dren and a somewhat amazed puppy int o
the paddy wagons and carted them off to
the local bastille. All of this in defence
of the sanctity of capital,

Weare not atall impressed by the
phony charges of unlawful assembly. Taese
chargesare a subterfuge designedto clothe
the unlawful and brutal acts of the police
in a cloak of righteousness. We are not
being misled: th e police did not arrive
on the scene in response to any outcries
of publicalarm - the only way in which an
unlawful assembly can be detected. These
doughty defenders of capitalist ""law and
order'" came in response to a command
from the employer. Their task was not
to calm and protect an alarmed public in

-«continued on page 8

J— .




Progressive Workers Movement

Statement of Principles

The-historic period in which we live is mainly characterized by the transitionfrom
Capitalism to Socialism. This transition, which was initiated bythe Great October Revolu-
tion, has now become the world camp of Socialism. It is a period of intensifying struggle
between the two opposing social systems - Imperialism and Socialism.

This is a time of Socialist Revolu-
tions and of revolutions for the national
liberation of the colonial peoples. Our era
is marked by more and more peoples taking
the pathoftransitiontoSocialism - the tri-
umph of the forces of Socialismon a world
scale. Wearenow witnessing the breakdown
oftheimperialist system, the revolutionary
destruction of colonial exploitation by the
aroused peoples in Asia, Africa and Latin
America. '

The contemporary world is marked
by a number of fundamental contradictions
all of which, and the struggles to which they
give rise, are closely inter - relatedand
exercise influence upon one another. For
an understanding of the modern world, axd
to impart correctleadershipinthe struggle,
it is necessary for us to consider ALL the
contradictions and their inter-relationship
at all times - not eliminating any or substi-
tuting one for another.

Thereis the contradiction that exists
between the Socialist camp and the camp of
Imperialism: it is a contradiction with a
fundamental clas s content - one between
states that are under the guidance of the
dictatorship of the proletariat and those
under the dictatorship of the monopoly-
capitalist bourgeoisie. The basic contra-
diction between these two world systems can
not be resolved by agreements between''sober
leaders', nor will they automatically disa-
ppear inthe process.of peaceful competition,

Thereis the contradiction that exists
between the workers and capitalists in the
capitalist nations. A contradiction which
is growing in intensity as the crisis of
imperialism and capitalism deepens and
becomes more acute and can be resolved
only by means of the Socialist Revolution.

There is the contradiction between
the exploited and oppressed colonial nations
and theimperialist nations. Resolution of
this contradiction will be achieved only
through the revolutionary, anti-imperialist
struggle and the advance to the Socialist
Revolution.

There is the contradiction that
exists among the imperialist countries
and among the various monopoly-capitalist
groups. The main feature of this contra-
diction is the rise of a single power-U. S.
imperialism - to a position of dominance
over all other capitalist and imperialist
states.

The contradiction between the camp
of socialism and the camp of imperialism
intensifies as the world base of Socialism
develops and expands while the world base
of imperialism is narrowed before the
advancing forces of socialism and under
the hammer - blows of the national liber-
ation movement. In this situation, imper-
ialism attempts to resolve the problem
with the export of counter-revolution and
plots of war against the Socialist camp.
Agzainst this is required the maximum
unity between the countries in the Social-
ist camp onthe basis of Marxism-Ieninism
and the principle of proletarian interna-
tionalism.

In the struggles in capitalist coun-
tries between worker an d capitalist ,
struggles given rise to as a result of the
contradictions between exploiter and exploi-
ted, it is necessary for the working class,
inordertoachieve victory for themselves

to: Strengthenthe international proletarian
forces by supporting, on the basis of prole-
tarian infernationalism, all socialist coun-
tries without distinction: help the revolu -
tionary struggles of the peéoples in the
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oppressed nations: master Marxist -
Leninist theory and carry the struggle
throughto the Socialist Revolution, the con-
quest of state power and the transition to
Socialism.

The vast areas of Asia, Africaand
Latin Americaare the focal and concentra-
tion point of all the various contradictions
which exist in the world today. It isthese
areas whichare at the center of the revolu-
tionary storms now ragingagainst imperia-
lism - it is here that imperialism is being
subjected to serious challenge by the armed
people in revolutionary struggle against
oppression.

The international Socialist Revolu-
tionary- Movement and the armed struggles
for national liberation in the colonial coun-
tries are two great, merging currents in
the stream of anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist
revolutionary struggle moving in the direc-
tion of a socialist solution to the contradic-
tion in the contemporary world.

The anti-imperialist struggles in

Asia, Africa and Latin America can not be

reduced to a question of regional signifi-
cance only. These struggles are animpor -
tant component of the international prole-
tarian revolution. They are hammering at

and undermining the foundations of imperi-
alist rule and destroying colonialism old
and new. Viewed in this light, the cause of

the Socialist Revolutiondepends, to an import-
ant degree, on the outcome of the people's

revolutionary struggle in these areas which
contain the overwhelming majority of the
world's population. The anti-imperialist
revolutionary struggle is, therefore, of con-
siderable overall importance to the prade-
tarian world revolution.

Imperialism, assailed and beseiged
by the revolutionary peoples, seeks to
solve its problems by resorting to war and
the exportation of counter-revolution and
attempts to intimidate and blackmail the
peoples with threats of thermo-nuclear war,

Given the united and determined
action of the Socialist forces; the natiomal
democratic struggles; and the peace forces
of the world, theimperialistplans for word
war can be defeated and nuclear weapons
can be banned and destroyed. War, how-
ever, still remainsas a possibility so long
as imperialism exists and will end only
4

when an end is put to the system of exploit-
ation by means of Socialist Revolution,

In the fight against war, it is nec-
essary that the working class and progres-
sive forces distinguish between unjust wars
of imperialist conquestand just wars of the

‘peoples againstthe imperialist oppressors.

The contemporary period is marked
by a resurgence of revisionism in the ser -
vice of imperialism and demands a united
and unyielding struggle on the part of Mar -
xist-Leninists in defence of the basic con-
cepts of Marxism - Leninism and forthe
Socialist Revolution.

This new ideological assault is, by
far, the most serious ever encountered by
the Marxist movement. This is primarily
due to the fact that Khrushchov and the
Central Committee have placed the great
prestige and influence of the C. P. S. U .
and ‘the U. 5. 5. R. ‘in the service ofte
modern revisionists. These modern revi-
sionists deny the applicability of basic
Marxist-Leninist concepts to the situation
in the contemporary world. They challenge
the propositions; proletarian Socialist
Revolution and the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, putting forward the proposition of
peaceful transitionto socialism and social -
ism by example.

In the ideological struggle the
embattled Marxist-Leninist forces around
the world are immeasureably aided by the
Communist Party of China's firm and
unyielding stand in defence of the funda-
mental revolutionary principles of Marxism-
Leninism. In this struggle against the
modern revisionists, the Communist Party
of China is a strong rallying point for
Marxist-Leninists inthe international move-
ment.

At this critical juncture in history,
it is essential that Marxist- Leninists
mobilize their strength in a revolutionary
organization; formulate a program; state
their views in clear terms; beginthe impoxt-
ant task of rallying the working people and
progressive for ces of the nation in the
struggle against imperialism and reaction;
and lead the working class in the direction
of Socialist Revolution and the transition to
Socialism.

In the formulation of our program
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and tactics, we must pay due attention to°
the international situation and relationship
of forces and to the objective reality o
Canada in the contemporary world.

TOWARD A MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY
IN CANADA '

While it is true that there are dis-
tinct national characteristics in Canadian
affairs, which spring from our particular
historical development and distinguish our
situation from that in other lands andthat
they, to some -extent, determine our tactics
in mobilizing the working people, these are
superficial in nature and do not alter the
basic Marxist- Leninist approach to the solu-
tion of the fundamental contradictions that
beset the Canadian Capitalist Society.

CANADIAN MONOPOLY CAPITALISM

The distinctive development of the
Canadian Capitalist class and of monopoly-
capitalism has been largely determined by
Canada's position between two imperialist
powers - Britain and United States.

Defeated by the superior British
forces in the Revolution 0of 1837, the Cana-
dian bourgeoisie had to contentthemselves
with the compromise represented by the
constitution which was granted them by the
imperial government in 1867,

This constitution - although amended
a number of times-is now ananachronis m
and in no way reflects political realities in
Canada today. There is widespread dis-
cussions on the need for a new constitution
enacted by Canadian Parliament and con-
trolled in Canada. Given a continuation of
present conditions, this could onlybe a
bourgeois constitution which would inno way
alter the fundamental fact of class society
in Canada. It could well be that the power
toamend would merely be transferred from
the imperial to the Canadian Parliament.

With the rapid decline of British
Imperialism in the post-war world and the
rise to a position of dominance by U. S.
Imperialist interests, Britains hitherto
dominant positionin the Canadian economy
passedto the U. S. monopolists. Canadian
economy and industrial development is,
therefore, under U. S. domination and
suffers the distortions and anarchy conse-
quent on that domination.

But it must also be taken int o
account that the main section of Canadian
monopoly capitalists are in partnership
with U. S. imperialists in the exploitation
of Canada.

It is also to be noted that Canadian
monopolists are imperialists in their own
right and often enter into joint agreement
with U.S. lmperla.hsm for the exploitation
of peoples inother lands INCLUDING U, S
WORKERS, Canadian E.P. Taylor, Chair-
man of the Board of Argus Corporation
(one of the largest monopolies in the world)
has holdings in a score of countries, wita
the U. S. being numbered among th em
Cyrus Eatonandthe Norris family are only
two among a number of U. S. moncpolists
who developed out of the Cunadian capita-
list class.

While the Canadian bourgeoisie
often express irritation and discontent abaut
their inferior position vis-a-vis the U. S,
they can never be consistent and can not
help but make compromises with the U. S
monopolists onallimportant and fundamertal
questions., To expect the Canadian mono-
poly-bourgeoisie toactina radicalor pro -
gressive manner would be naive indeed.
While aiming the blows against U.S.imper-
ialism, it willalso be necessary to engage
the Canadianmonopolists in battle - other -
wise victory will elude us.

THE TWO NATIONS OF CANADA

As a consequenceof the defeat of
FranceatQuebecinl759, French Canadians
have been compelled to existas a conquered
and oppressed nation, first as a Crown
Colony and, after 1867, as a minority in
the Canadian bourgeois state. The contra-
diction in this situation gave birth to the
struggle for national liberation from joint
oppression and exploitation by theCanadian
and U. S. monopoly capitalists,

The working people of French Canada
are moving to the fore as a decisive force
inthe struggle for national self-determina-
tionand the question of a Socialist solution
is being wisely discussed. This struggle
begins to merge with that of the working
class struggle in other regions of Canada
and is directed against the common fore
the Canadian and U.S. monopoly-bourgedsie.

AGRICULTURE

Canadian agriculture is marked by
5.
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a highdegree of monopolization. But there
is' still a considerable force of working
farmers who areatthe mercy of the Cana -
dian monopoly-capitalists. In many areas,
these farmers work part-time in industry
and so come in contact with the working
class, often joining labour organizations.

THE WORKING CLASS

Out of some 20 million people,
scattered across a country that is second
in the world in terms of land area, we have
some 6 million workers of whom less than
30% are organized in labour unions.

The labour unions are, for the most
part, in the control of conservative and
opportunist elements who also, in partner-
ship with professional politicians, exercise
control over the social-democratic move-
ment (N. D. P.)for their ownnarrow ends.
These officials are in league with and often
bureaucratically appointed by - the U. S.
heads of ""international''unions, The mass
labour movement, therefore, reflects toa
great extent Canada's status in relation to
U. S. imperialism,

An exception to this situationisthe
Canadian National Trade Union movement
whichis almost entirely confined to French
Canada and reflects thenational struggle in
that land.

In a land of abundance, we suffer
from serious chronic unemployment and
misery. Fully one-third of worker s
receive sub-standard wages that keep them
below the poverty line while an additional
one-third are on or just above the line.

The increasing monopolization of
an already highly monopolized industry ,
the application of the benefits of automation
tothe generation of greater profits,and the
growing crisis of the capitalist and imperi-
alist system, indicate that there can be no
hope for a fundamental change in these c on-
ditions of mass poverty and degradation
while the system of capitalist exploitation
continues.

Our youth are leaving schools and
universities to enter a world that has no
need of them (except perhapsas blood
sacrifices in imperialist war) They face
a future that is bleak indeed unless the
system of exploitation is abolished and
replaced with a new, socialist system.
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It is the responsibility and historic
task of the Marxist-Leninists  to formulate
and advance a program that will rally and
inspire the working people of town and
countryside to rise in struggle against the
forces of reaction and war. A program
that will rally the working class as the con=
sistent revolutionary core of a peoples
movement: that will rally the broad demo-
cratic masses in the struggle against
monopoly-capital: o defend and expand
democracy against the growing menace of
fascist reaction: to improve the living con-
ditions of the working people: to defend
peace, oppose the imperialist plansfor
continuation and expansion of the arms
drive and give active support to oppressed
nations fighting for liberation.

We must be mindful, at all times,
to keep in the forefront of all our activity;
the need to raise the socialist conscious-
ness of the working masses and convince
them ofthenecessity for Socialist Revolu-
tion, the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the transition to Socialism to achieve
the thorough resolution of the contradictias
of our society-which is capitalist in nature.

THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE

(1) Take Canada out of the U. S. domin-

ated counter-revolutionaryandaggres -
. sive alliances such as N, A, T, 0.,
and N. O. R. A, D,

(2) Keep Canada out of the O. A. S,

(3) Remove nuclear weapons and U. S,
war planes from Canadian soil.

(4) Assistinall possible waysthe peoples
of oppressed nations fighting for 1ib-
eration,

(5) A Canadian foreign policy based on
peace friendship and equality with
Socialist nations and those newly lib-
erated from the imperialist yoke,

(6) Expropriation and nationalization of
monopoly-capitalist industry (which
is chiefly U. S. controlled): elective
committees of working people to manage
the plants; working people to be armed
to defend the nationalized industries
against the attempts of monopolists
and imperialists to re-establish their
control by forceful and violent means,

FRENCH CANADA

The two Canadas suffer from
exploitation at the hands of the same
monopoly-capitalist and imperialistele-
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ments, therefore, the things which tend
todiyide our two peoples can be only super-
ficial in nature while those things which
tend to unite us are fundamentalincharacter.
As the common struggle against monopdly
and imperialism develops the superficial
divisions will be resolved and unity on the
fundamentals will weld us closely together
in struggle against the common foe.

Relations between the twonations
must be firmly based on the strictan d
unwavering recognition of the right to self-
determination,up to and including the right
of secession and on the basis of proletar-
ian internationalism.

AGRICULTURE

Promote unity of action between
th e working class and working farmers
and the rural proletariat in common
struggle against monopoly exploitation a nd
to improve living conditions.

WORKING - CLASS MOVEMENT

Organizetheunderpaid, unorganized
majority of Canadian working peopleinto
independent and rank and file controlled
Canadian unions.

Lead the struggle for a returnd
democratic control and against the bureau-
cratic and reactionary officials (both Cana -
dian and U. S.) in the union locals - the
basic organizations of the movement.

Advance militant demands f o r
improvementin living standards, the broad
development of social security measures
for extensive cuts in hours of work ,
extended vacation periods, Oppose lay -
offs for any reason. Guarantee work for
all, including the youth leaving schools and
universities,

Arouse and inspire the workers to
carry forward the fight for expropriation
and nationalization of monopoly.

It will not be sufficient to advance
suchaprogramand leave it to fate to giv e
it life., There must be a v ehicle - a poli-
tical party - to organize and lead the
masses in a fight to make the program a
reality,

We wouldbenaive indeedif we we r e

to expect the liberal and petty-bourgeoisie
to lead the struggle for these demands.

The Social-democracy is a trend
of bourgeois ideology, and a politicai
detachment of the capitalist class in the
labour movement and, therefore, incapable
and unwilling to carry forward the struggle
for a program of fundamental radical and
socialist content.

The League for Socialist Action
(Trotskyite) makes a pretense at being
revolutionary but gives no indication that
it is even remotely in touch with reality.
The members concentrate on the cultish
worship of Leon Trotsky; make indiscrim-
inate attacks on working-class groups and
engage in constant internal bickering and
ideological hair-splitting. This constantly
splintering ultra-leftist sectarian group
concentrate on promoting splitting activi-
ties in the labour movement and are unlikely
to win any significant support amongst the
working people.

The Communist Party has fallen
into the hands of the revisionists led by
Morris and Kashtan who are supportedand
encouraged by the Khrushchovites. They
engage in vicious, unprincipled attacks,
against the Communist Party of China,
(foremost defender of Marxism-Leninism
in the international movement); they pro-
mote the '"parliamentary'" and 'peaceful
road" to Socialism thus disarming the
working class inthe face of capitalistclass
violence: they abandon and attack the
Marxist-Leninist concepts of Socialist
Revolution and the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat: they abandon proletarian interna-
tionalism in favour of allying themselves
with the Canadian liberal bourgeoisie ;
they accept - and try to get the working
masses to accept - the ideology of Social-

-Democracy, the main bulwark of capital-

ism in the labour movement, Having aban-

doned Marxism-Leninism. the C. P.leader-
ship is quite incapable of leading the struggle
for the realization ot a program of funda-
mental working-class demands.

We require, and must have, a pro-
letarian party that maintains its own edeo-
logical and organizational independence in
leading the struggle for the realization of
revolutionary objectives. A Marxist-Len-
inist Party that will never lose sight of the

=
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Socialist goal whileit builds a broad united

front of the people against monopoly and

against the imperialist policies of aggres-

sion and war.

The Marxist-Leninists who are
engaged inleading the immediate struggles
must link these struggles with the fight for
long-range general objectives. They must
educate the workers in the revolutionary
spirit of Marxism-Leninism, strive tire-
lessly and unendingly to raise their own
and the workers level of political conscious -
ness and understanding and undertake the
honorable and historical task of preparing

and leading the proletarian Socialist Revolu-

tion.

The Progressive Workers Move -

ment calls on Marxist-Leninists everywhere

to begin banding themselves together, t o
discuss, amend and popularize the program

for the promotion of mass activity and the

preparatory work for the Socialist Revolu-

tion. That they begin their own education
inthe theory of Marxism-Leninism as they

engage in and promote the struggle. That
they work to educate the working people in
the spirit of Socialism.

We propose that the Marxist -
Leninist worker's groups begin discuss-
ing plans for holding a national conference
inthenear future for the purpose of organ-
izing a Marxist-Leninist Worker's Party
in Canada which shall dedicate itself to

FROM PAGE 2

the face of an unruly mob. It was much
more menial and considerably less her -
oic - to clear a path for two scab oper -
ated trucks. This is a fact well knownto
all - including the police and the courts
before whom the workers stand charged
with unlawful assembly.

It is high time workers everywhere
became incensed, to the point of action,
by these recurrent attacks on striking
workers, Injunctions and police brutality
cannot run trucks or operate machinery,
Nor are there sufficient jails to hold all
the toilers of the nation. Let us deter-
mine to work toward the end that legal
interference in strikes will result in wheels
everywhere immediately ceasing to turn.
We have the power, if we will but use it.

A s a start toward this desireable

raising again, to a place of conspicuous
hon or, the proud banner of proletarian
struggle. Let us be ever mindful of the
resounding words of the Manifesto of the
Communist Party.

""The Communists disdain to con-
ceal their views and aims. They
openly declare that their ends
can be attained only by the forci-
ble overthrow of all existing
social conditions. Let the ruling
classes tremble at a Communis-
tic Revolution., The proletarians
have nothing to lose but their
chains, They have a world to
win, "

WORKING MEN OF ALL COUNTRIES
UNITE!

Jack Scott, Jerry LeBourdais, Gene Craven
Martin Amiabel Roger Perkins
(Central Committee) -

PROGRESSIVE WORKERS MOVEMENT

PROGRESSIVE WORKER
Published monthly by
PROGRESSIVE WORKERS MOVEMENT
714 East Georgia St., Vancouver, B.C.
Subscription:12 issues $2.00, 6issues$1.00

Editor: JACK SCOTT
Circulation : ROGER PERKINS
Produced entirely by voluntary labour

end, we would recommend to our Union
brothers that they give some thought to
the organization of a rank-and-file, intra-
union solidarity committee, Such a com-
mittee could, when the need arose, go
into immediate action to mobilize support
for any harrassedand hard-pressed pick-
et line. Let us consult together on ways
to halt these attacks on labour before it
is too late, == Jack Scott
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From time to time, we read in our
newspapers and hear on our news broad-
castshowhorrible the new Cuba is. These
reports ocften relate that thousands are
fleeing and still more thousands are starv-
ing and being shot by the present military
dictatorship. We h ear every day about
Cuban tyranny, Cuban injustice, and
Cuban slavery. However, this summer
45 Canadian students, 84 American stu -
de nts, and 15 English students spent two
months in Cuba. T he Canadian tour was
sponsored by the Fair Play for Cuba Com-
mittee, and allthreetours were completely
paid for by the Cuban government,

While in Cuba, we toured the whole
island staying at different places. We
talked, worked, and celebrated with Cubans
from all walks of life. I feel, we the Cana-
dian students, grew to know Cuba as well
as anyone could for only staying two months.

Weallfelt that our press lies about
the existing conditions in Cuba,and, there-
fore, the Canadian public has a completely
wrong idea of what Cuba is actually like,
In this article, I will try to iron out some
of these misconceptions.

Yes, therecertainly are people who
have left Cuba. T he Cubans explainedto
us that these people were those with money
and position. They owned hotels or busi-
nesses. However, letusnot forget that
this class of people were the minority.
The majority, if they were lucky, worked
two months out of the year, A Cuban pea-
sant would usually send his daughterto
Havana to become a prostitute -there,at
least, she would be able to eat and have a
roof over her head. I think everyone is
aware of what Havana was - the center of
prostitution, gambling and corruption .
The average Cuban was completely illiter-
ate and many died of starvation and curable
diseases,

Now, fiveyears later, the people
are free from hunger, illiteracy, misery
and corruption. Yes, there are arms in
Cuba but these arms are in the hands of
the people, not just the heads of government,

the Hope of America

By Sharon Wood - A Canadian Student
who spent eight weeks in Cuba.

They are willing to give their lives atan
instant to defend what they have built in
the past five years: they know that what

they have built and are ¢ontinuing to build
is, forthe first time in their history,

what they can truly claim to be theirs,
The only shooting we knew of was when the
young Cuban soldier, 19 was shotand killed
by an American soldier at Guantanamo
base.

We were allimpressed by the spirit
and enthusiasm the people possess for
building socialism in their country. It is
extremely difficult to adequately express,
insucha short article, the atmosphere of
the Cuban Revolution. However, I think
a comment on the educational system i s
necessary for a better understanding of
this enthusiasm. Five years ago there
was 40 -45% illiteracy in Cuba, now it is
lower than 2%. Almost everyone in Cuba
is studying, in the factories there are
special classes at night; on farms and
other work centers it is common to see
classrooms. Most of the people are
striving to complete the sixth grade,
They are older people who had absolutely
no education before the Revolution. How -
ever, the role that education plays in
Cuba today is undeniably reflectedin the
youth., more so than in the older people.
The Guban government has granted 150, 000
scholarships. When I say scholarship, I
do not want you to think of the type of
scholarships issued in Canada. In Cuba,
these scholarships are granted on need -
need before academic achievements.
Therefore, if a student comes from a
poor family he has a guarantee of an
education, whereas, in Canada, if one
happens to come from a poor family, he
must make excellent marks or else drop
out of University. With these scholarships,
education is free - free clothes, free
board, free books, etc., $30.00 a month
spending money plus three paid holidays

a year to any resort in Cuba, No w%nder
the young péople of Cuba have suc a
wonderful, alive spirit - When five years

ago they had nothing, nothing but hunger,
?1E:knesstha.ndh want., Now t}%eyl_do ha.%e a
uture, ey have a reason to e e
Cuban themiselves often, say the Y¥ou t}h

are the hope of the world", 9




Profits Get Higher, Bread lines Get Longer

to curtail working-class militancy in gen -

"The economy is booming', weare
told, "And most of the plants are hiring."
Well, anyway, some of the plants are hir-
ing, and if not her e maybe in-Windsor,
But if an unemployed worker i's Ilined up
for bread on Cordova Street (See photo-
graph on cover), in Vancouver and has no
money, or is collecting unemployment insur-
ance and trying to make a paymenton a
house in East Vancouver or Burnaby, just
how is he going to be able to go to Windsor
--over 2,000 miles away? And anyway,
aren't there unemployed lineups in Wind-
sor too? And even if there is a boom in
Windsor, isn't is just a mass speed-up and
super-exploitation period before the lay-
offs this winter ? And suppose there are a
few jobs available and a worker is ableto
beat outhis fellow unemployed workers for
one - would he thenbe secure? What about
the Finance Company ? Wouldn't they come
as soon as he was laid off this winter and
repossessthe car and furniture that he had
purchased on time? So why go to Windsor
anyway ?

The Canadian worker doesn't live
only in Windsor. He lives inthe ""Africaville"
Ghetto of Halifax, in Quebec, on the Prair-
ies, and in B. C, He doesn't wantto go
travelling all over the country in search
of a job that may not exist. He wants a job
right at home - a job with trade union rates
of pay and a strong militant union to back
up demands for wages and working condi-
tions. There should be plenty of jobs for
all; does not Canada have more natural
resources per capita thanany otiher country
in the world? Why then does there exist
the long lean shadows of unemployment,
poverty and insecurity that stalk the Cana-

.dian working class ? '

H.R, MacMilian, E, P, Taylor,
K. C. Irving and other money magnates who
formulate and carry out ruling class poli-
cies in this country knowthe answer to this
question although they ar e keeping quiet,
The Directors of American monopolies who
are trying to turn Canada into a super col-
ony and extract maximum profits also know
theanswer, They all know that a huge
reserve army of unemployed is necessary
inorder tointimidate the employed workers,
to keep wages down, to smash unions and
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eral. Also, they-all kriow that ‘the Capit-
alist system can't provide jobs for all
because of its very natur e; but they view
this a s 'a "natural -occurance' that follows
the so-called law of '""'survival of the fittest'.
They think their system will last forever,
They are wrong.

‘('™ TRYING ouT OURNEW
INCENTIVE SYSTEMue?

More and more sections of the Cana-
dian working-class arealso coming to rea-
lize the answers to this question. They
know that the boss hires workers in order
to exploit th em, in order to make profits
for himself. They know too that whenever
the workers thataboss '""owns' are no longer
of any use to him - that is, do notincrease
his profits - hediscards them onthe scrap-
heap. Theold workers get the axe because
theyare "too old". The young workers
don't get hired because they 'lack a skilled
trade'. The workers of all ages get laid
off in mass because ''there is no market'.
More and more workers are coming to rea-
lizethat capitalism as a system breeds

unemployment and needs unemployment,

More important still is the fact that sec-
tions of the Canadian working-class have
come to the conclusion that the old capit-
alist mode of production has tobe smashed
and replaced by a new mode of production -
a Socialist one. To this end a new current
is coming into being in Canada - a current
that will give direction to the daily struggles
of the working-class - a current that will
aid in the forging of unity between the organ-
ized and the unorganized, the employed
and the unemployed. It is a current that
will put an end to the boss and the bos ses
system.

-- Roger Perkins




A Better Worlds in Birth

In Canada today, the working class is dominated by the capitalist class. Using their
agents, the police, the courts, the politicians and the armed forces: the rich, the mono-
polies, international financiers convert our countries natural resources and the produc-
tive capacity of our working class to their own narrow selfish interests. This system of
economics and government, which is based on the rule of exploitation of man by man is

called capitalism,

Socialism is the opposite of capitalism. Under socialism all power will be in the hands
of the working class. We, the workers, will be the government, the police, the courts
and the armed forces - we will control our nations natural resources, the factories, and the
banks and foreign trade. A new way of life will be born: away of life that will foreverdo
away with the system of exploitation of man by man.

In each issue of Proggressive Worker, we will show what capitalism has to offer the
workers and what the alternative will be under socialism.

CAPITALISM

©very week, four thousand jobs are
automated out of existence. Theendof a
school year finds thousands of youth thrown

into comrpetiition for jobs that just don't exist,

Workers in the over 40 category find them-
selves constantly under the threat of being
relegated to the scrap heap.

Automation, cybernetics and increased
work loads are utilized by theboss class to
squeeze more profits out of the working
class.

To protect a decadent system millions
of dollars are finding their way into the
pockets of international munition manufac-
turers., These merchants of death andde-
struction manipulate the Canadian eccnamy
throughtheir politicalagents in Ottawa.

Mouthing platitudes about democracy,
defence of the nation and the welfare of aur
citizens, the bosses' agents in Ottawa are
busy behind the scenes carrying out their
real role: passing anti-labour legislation,
increasing taxation and committing Cana-
dian troops to the role of mercenaries for
the protection of imperialism.

Capitalism, is in its death throes, but
beforeitis destroyed by the working class)
its appetite for the workers sweat and blood
will become insatiable,

Unless it is stopped dead in its tracks
it will attempt to carry out its final act.
By demanding of the workers' their most
precious possession, their lives.

SOCIALISM

Jobs willbe provided for older
workers who ar e physically capable of
work. For those, who due to affir mity
or physical handicap are unable towork
there will be provided ample funds and
housing so they may live out the r e main-
der of their lives in dignity,

Munition and other factories that
are engagedinthe manufacture of
weapons will be converted to the produc-
tion of commodities for peaceful uses,
except in a few cases, where arms will
be manufactured for the defence of th e
new workers state.

Thearmedforces will be organ -
ized under different lines as they will be
used to enforce the new way of life.If they
are asked to make sacrifices, they willdo
it willingly, for they will be part of what
they will defend.

Automation will be utilized to its full
potential, not for the benefit of a few butfor
the common good of all. It is true that a
smaller amount of working hours will be
needed to produce some goods but t h e
workers will benefit f r om these condi-
tions, instead of lay-offs, the work week
willbe shortened, providing more jobs.

Youth will be encouraged to complete
their educations, for the new government
of workers will need all types of technicians
and professionals. All youththat wish
to go to Universities will have that chance,
the only qualifications will be the desire to
learn and the ability,
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