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CHANGES IN

PROGRESSIVE WORKER

sive Worker during the last few

Our regular readers will have
noticed many changes in Progres—

months, There will be more
changes to come in the next couple
of issues.

The first change was probably
the most noticeable although not the
most important. Our typesetting
was formerly done on a linotype
and we decided, for reasons of
cost and convenience, to change
over to an IBM Executive type-
writer. This meant that a differ-
ent layout style had to be developed

A more important change was
the change in organization of the
contents of the paper. In the pre-
sent issue, the contents are divid-
ed into sections: a Canadian sec-
tion, an international section, and
a theoretical section. Within these
sections, there are sub-sections
(eg., a 'trade union section' under
the Canadian part) and various
articles under each of the sub-
sections. All articles in the paper
deal with questions that we feel are
important in the fight for Canadian
independence and socialism, but in
different sections these questions
are dealt with in different ways.

It should be understood by our
readers that if the Marxist-Lenin-
ist movement in Canada were
stronger, we would have at least
three publications doing the job
that Progressive Worker attempts
to do in one. We would have a
broad popular paper that would dis-
cuss imperialist domination and
the inequities of capitalism entire-
ly in terms of the most glaring and
obvious aspects of our own situ-
ation. (The function of this paper
would be to reach out with anti-

imperialist and socialist propag-
anda to the broadest possible
masses of the Canadian people. )
We would also have a magazine,
with a smaller circulation, that

continued on page 23
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HELLYER AND THE HOUSING PROBLEM

Transport Minister Hellyer, who
headed a public investigation into
the deplorable housing conditions
existing in Canada, has come up
with a truly brilliant "solution'" to
provide every Canadian with ade-
quate housing.

Hellyer's investigation has led
him to conclude that most Canadian
workers are unable to meet the re-
quired down payment for purchase
of a home, nor can they manage to
meet payments on a 25-year mort-
gage. These are logical conclusi-
ons with which no Canadian will dis-
agree. But Hellyer's so-called

"solution'" for these problems is
really "for the birds" - the cuckoo
variety. The Hellyer "solution'':

A $30,000 home (a modest family
structure at today's prices) bought
with no down payment and mortgag-

ed over a 40-year period at interest

rates of approximately 9 3/8 per
cent. Total cost to the end of 40
years would be $113, 280, of which
$83, 280 would be interest. For the
extra 15 years over a more ''nor-
mal" 25-year mortgage the pur-
chaser would pay an additional a-
mount exceeding the original cost
of the house.

Monthly payments - including
taxes - would amount to $270 per
month. Heat, phone, electricity,
insurance, repairs, etc., would
bring this up to at least $350 per
month. Several million Canadians
don't even earn that much (and we
still have not mentioned food and
clothing) and these are preciselv
the people most desperately in need
of homes. Hellyer's "Rent-to-own
plan" may do something for the
hard-pressed millionaires - it will
do nothing to solve the housing prob-
lem of millions of working people

CONSUMER DEBT IN CANADA

When politicians and so-called
"financial experts'' undertake a
discussion of our economy they
are fond of making statements a-
bout Canadians "living too high
off the hog'" and "what this country,
needs is more thrift.'" And indeeqg
to someone from Mars, reading
reports of outstanding consumer
debt reaching $9. 2 billion mark
in 1968, it might look like things
are getting out of hand.

However, anyone with the least
bit of down-to-earth common
sense will readily realize that go-
ing into debt is the only way in
which most workers can manage
to acquire many of the things they
need. Who, these days, can pay
cash for a home or a car? Not
only the homes, but the furnish-
ings that go into them, are on a
plan of '"'buy now, pay later."
This is not because people are
not thrifty or are living too high

off the hog, but simply because
they need the things now and not
sometime in the distant future.
The same is true of children's
clothing and school supplies.
Anyway, wherever a person
looks all signs emphasize that
credit is easy to get and saving is
pointless because of inflation and

rising taxes. Credit is now really

big business and is sold like any

other commodity under capitalism

--to make a profit. And profits
are enormous.
So anxious are the monopolists

to sell credit that sales clerks areg

under strict orders to make cus-
tomers aware of how easy it is to
obtain credit. An automobile
salesman has little interest in a
customer who wants to pay cash.
A sale made on credit can easily
double the profit margin, or even
better. Companies like General
Motors, Ford and all big depart-

ment stores have their own finan-
cing departments so they can take
full advantage of the lucrative
profits to be gained from credit
buying. You can get credit from
your friendly retail store, local
finance and loan company, credit
union, insurance company or at
any one of a number of banks. It
all adds up to a lot of fat mono -
polists piling up more mountains
of wealth because working people
cannot afford to pay cash.
Consumer debt is increasing
rapidly and showing definite signs
of instability in the economy. The
figure of $9.2 billion is 2.3 times
the 1960 figure, while the gross
national product is only 1. 8 times
the figure for the same year. A
calculation by the Provincial bank
of Canada which measures out-
standing debt as a proportion of
the income for the following year
--that is the year during which




the contracted debt must be re-
paid--indicates that consumer
debt calculated to the end of 1967
was 19 per cent of the projected
disposable income for 1968. The
comparable figure for 1960 was

15 per cent. All of which shows
that debt is increasing at a faster
rate than incomes. This is all the
more startling when one takes in_to
account that several million low-
income workers have no access to
credit. Therefore, the ACTUAL
ratio of debt to income is much
greater than it appears, that is,
for those workers who do have
access to credit.

What does all this tell us about
our economic situation? First of
all, any system which runs to
such a large extent on credit is on
very shaky foundations. With ris-

ing unemployment credit will be-
come more restricted. (Even now
it is impossible for anyone with
an income under $8, 000 to buy a
house). This will have a serious
effect on consumer spending and,
therefore, on the economy in gen-
eral. Rising interest rates and
"tight money' are already having
an adverse effect on the economy.
A rough estimate by the writer
indicates consumer debt repre-
sents about one-sixth of all con-
sumer spending. Obviously,
shutting off one-sixth of all con-
sumer spending would have on ef-
fect nothing short of disastrous,
Everybody pays the cost of cre-
dit buying, even when paying cash
because of the mark-up on goods
to pay for '"bad debts' and other

incidentals. And on top of all the
other things is the effect debt has
on the individual., Families break
up, people have nervous break-
downs and suicides are by no
means rare, all because of worry
over mounting debts and the ex-
pected consequences of the inevi-
table day when payments cannot
be met.

Consumer credit was never de-
signed as a service to the con-
sumer as the loan companies
would have us believe. It is a
system of usury designed solely
for the making of gigantic profits.
As is usual with all such "public
services' under capitalism, the
few grow rich at the expense of
the sweat, health and happiness
of the many.

NEWFOUNDLAND FISHERIES

Reports from Newfoundland indi-
cate that the frozen fish trade in
that area is in desperate straits.
Two major operations (assets
nearly $20 million), and several
smaller plants closed down during
1968. Although the 1968 catch was
a record 850 million pounds (up 60
million pounds on 1967) total value
declined by $500, 000 to $47.6 mil-
lion--and this a period of sky-roc-
keting living costs.

Reasons cited for the critical
situation are: 1)increased tariff
protection in this countries of the
European Common Market, 2)loss
of a considerable part of the U, S,
frozen-fish, 3)devaluation of the
English pound, 4)the Nigeria-Bia-
fra War which closed off a large
and growing market for fish in
Africa.

The ten major fishing companies
in Newfoundland employ more than
26, 000 workers and those employ-
ed in related trades, such as
trucking, supplies and equipment
add substantially to the ultimate
number of people involved. It is
estimated that about 25 per cent of
the entire population of Newfound-

land has some association with the
fishing industry. It is obvious that
a continuing decline of such an im-
portant industry will have disast-
rous consequences for the com -
munity. Judging from their activ-
ities (or lack of them) the federal
and provincial governments are
not too concerned about the future
of the industry and the community.
A groundfish deficiency program--
which had brought $2.3 million of
federal funds to Newfoundland--

was abandoned in October because
of threats of retaliation from the
United States.

The major portion of the Newfound-
land fisheries have been controlled
abroad (Unilever Ltd., of London,
for example.). These imperialist
entrepreneurs are interested in
only one thing--maxiumum profits.
When these profits fall below a cer-
tain point the capitalists abandon
the industry and the community. By
their system of bookkeeping they
can even show a susbstantial finan-
cial "loss" to justify their abandon-
ment,

It is an undeniable fact that tens
of millions of people are perpetu-
ally hungry and are in dire need of
such things as Newfoundland frozen
fish. The fishermen of Newfound-
land want to catch and process fish
as they and their ancestors have
done since shortly after Cabot en-
countered the vast schools of cod
on the Banks of Newfoundland more
than 300 years ago. There is no-
great mystery about what stands in
the way of these two coming togeth-|
er--capitalism is the one and only
roadblock.




NEW CANADIAN POSTAL RATES

A recurring nightmare for every
politician is the thought of perform-
ing one act, or passing one piece of
legislation, that will get almost all
the people angry at the government
at the same time. The aim of ev-
ery government is to keep serious
opposition confined as much as pos-
sible to minimum numbers at any
one time and avoid providing a bas-
is upon which masses of people will
spontaneously unite against them
and bring them down.

It is somewhat surprising, there-
fore, to see the Postmaster-Gener
al, Eric Kierans, institute policies
that almost seem as though they

were deliberately designed to pro-
duce the very situation the govern-
ment dreads most--a united oppos-
ition. It would appear at the mom-
ent that Kierans' new postal rates
which increase postage at all lev-
els, but by as much as 400 per cent
in the case of small publications,
is going to generate a lot of wrath
directed at the Liberal government.
More than 2500 journals, mostly
quite small and with limited circ-
ulation, will be adversely affected
by the new rates--most of them to
the point of extinction. These jour-
nals are published by church groupd
(all denominations), ethnic assoc-

iations, trade unions, fraternal
organizations, political groups, etc
The sum total of the membership
of these organizations add up to the
vast-majority of the population in
Canada. The leadership of all
these organizations--and often the
entire membership as well--are
getting worked up to a high pitch of
anger at the government.

It is our guess that Kierans' wings
are about to be clipped. No gov-
ernment can afford the luxury of a
cabinet minister who is capable of
generating that much heat over one
issue.

UNEMPLOYED CITIZENS' LETTER

The Unemployed Citizens Welfare
Improvement Council of Vancouver
have addressed a letter to Prime
Minister Trudeau which points to the
deplorable conditions under which
the unemployed are forced to live.

The letter points out that after 6
months of the Trudeau administra-
tion there is little of a nature that
could be called a "Just Society' and

demands to know what action the
government intends to take in 1969to
begin solving the problem. Attention
is drawn to the fact that millions are
provided to aid foreignmonopolies in|
the exploitation of Canadian resour-
ces, but no money can be found to
aid Canadian unemployed workers.
Pensions, and unemployment and
welfare benefits, already inadequate

are being constantly eroded by the
rapidly rising cost of living.

The Unemployed Council are
sharply critical of the cancellation
of the Winter Works Program, and
of the inadequacy of the Medicare
plan which "has been a political
football for more than 40 years'.

The Council is located at 419,
400 Raymur Avenue, Vancouver 4.

TRIALS OF TORONTO DEMONSTRATORS

Several of those arrested at dem-
onstrations in Toronto (see Decem-
ber PW) are being subjected to ex-
treme forms of harrassment by the
"legal" machinery of state.

Kevin Henley served 15 days of a
3 month sentence before a writ of
habeas corpus quashed the convic-
tion and caused his release. Des-
pite the fact that Henley had served
part of what proved to be an unjust
sentence--and had lost his job as
a result--he was re-arrested on a
new charge. He made a deal and

pleaded guilty to a lesser charge,
and on summary conviction was fin-

ed a total of $600, the magistrate
allowing him 15 days to raise the
amount.

Gary Perly, another of the accus-
ed, was put to great inconvenience
and expense as a result of a Judge's
ruling tosspend only 30 minutes on
his case at each court sitting. Per
ly protested this type of legal man-
oeuvre which amounted to "advance
punishment', but his protest was
rejected by the court. Then, with-
out warning, the presiding judge an
nounced his intention to conclude
the case at one sitting thus depriv-
ing the accused of the opportunity

to call essential witnesses who
could not be reached on such short
notice.

Finally the court had to admit
that the chief witness for the pros-
ecution (a police constable) had lied
in giving evidence and the case was
dismissed. However, there was
no suggestion that Perly should be
reimbursed for his expenses and
his time in court, nor is there any
indication that the lying constable
will be charged with perjury.

These are just two more proofs
that there is little "justice'" for
ordinary people in capitalist courts.




TRADE UNION SECTION

ALBERTA WORKERS VOTE CANADIAN

Canadian workers should be a-
ware of the lengths (and depths) to
which the agents of American uniors
in Canada will go in order to keep
our dues money flowing in a one-
way stream down south. Recently,
two prominent labour "leaders"
(backed by the CLC, Alberta Fed-
eration of Labour, the Calgary La-
bour Council and International Pulp-
Sulphite) published a leaflet urging
workers to vote no-unionrather than
have them join a genuinely Canad-
ian union,

John McNiven (formerly of the
B. C. Federation) and Pat O'Neal
(Pulp-Sulphite) have a long history
of dirty work done in the interests
of Yankee domination of our labour
movement. O'Neal's most famous
escapade was the "bugging incident"
where he hired a private detective
to spy on a Canadian union, the
Pulp and Paper Workers of Canada,
at their convention in Vancouver.
The PPWC is a democratic Canad-
ian union, which is rapidly winning
the support of workers in the pulp
and sulphite industry. (The success
of the PPWC means that O'Neal --
who was appointed by Pulp-Sulphite
head office in the U, S, to try and
stop the swing of Pulp-Sulphite
members to PPWC--could soon
be out of a job). In addition the
example of the PPWC shows Can-
adian workers generally that it is
possible to break free from the grip
of the so-called "International"
unions.

The PPWC has now begun organ-
izing in Alberta. So has the Canad-
ian Electrical Workers, In Alberta
there is a strong sentiment in favour
of the development of a Canadian
union movement, particularly since
the U.S. companies that dominate
the Albertan economy bring manag-

ers up from the States by the tens of
thousands. Class-conscious work-
ers who, must work for American
companies, under the supervision »
of American managers, find Amer-
ican dominated unions particularly
hard to stomach. The labour bur-
eaucrats realize this, and they are
frantic at the thought that the Cana-
dian union movement might sweep
the whole of the province.

This is the background to the scab
leaflet drawn up by Pat O'Neal and
John McNiven. The leaflet urged
workers at Macmillan Bloedel Pack
aging Ltd. to vote no-union rather
than join the PPWC. McNiven and
O'Neal used a number of phony ar-
guments, including the charge that
the PPWC isn't really a "legitimate'
Canadian union because it isn't af-
filiated to the various bodies (e.g. ,
C. L.C.,Alberta Fed.) that McNiven
and O'Neal so ably represent.

Here is part of the leaflet issued
by the Pulp and Paper Workers of
Canada to reply to the charges in
McNiven and O'Neal's scab leaflet:

"It is hard to believe that Pat
O'Neal on behalf of the Pulp Sulp-
hite International would advise
workers in Calgary to vote against
our union,

It is even harder to believe the
Canadian Labour Congress, the Al-
berta Federation of Labour and the
Calgary Labour Council should al-
low their organizations to become
parties to any Act that would advise
workers to stay non-union. Do the
members and Union affiliates know
of this action being taken on their
behalf ?

How long will these so-called Can
adian Labour Organizations contend
they are the only spokesmen for
the Union people in Canada? For
these labour organizations to claim

the legitimate crown of 1abour,
while all those not affiliated with
the Canadian Labour Congress are
illegitimate, is sheer nonsense of
the highest order. Surely the C. L. C,
and O'Neal aren't telling the over
300,000 members in such unions
as the Teamsters, Fishermen,
United Electrical Workers, United
Mine Workers, Pulp and Paper
Workers of Canada and the Quebec
Confederation of National Trade
Unions that these unionists are all
illegitimate? What sheer nonsense!

Let's face it. Canadian workers
are determined to be absolute mas-
ters in their Own House of Labour,
Canadian Unions will grow and grow
and grow. Nothing the Canadian
Labour Congress or anybody else
can say to the contrary will ever
reverse this trend.

For the Canadian Labour Congress
or anyone else to advise Canadian
Workers to vote against a Union
merely because that Union is notan
affiliate of the Canadian Labour Con
gress, or is not an American dom-
inated International Union, is out-
right anti-union activity. Advising
workers not to join a Union has al-
ways been the role of the anti-union
employer,

Surely the Canadian Labour Con-
gress is not now joining hands with
the Anti-Union employer element
within our society inurging workers
to stay non-union. If the monicker
of illegitimacy ever had a place in
the labour movement, it should
only be worn by those who advocate
workers to remain non-Union. "

Despite the activities of McNiven
and O'Neal (and partly, perhaps,
because of them. The PPWC has
also won two other certifications
recently in Alberta.

Canadian workers are becoming
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more determined than ever to or-

ganize unions free from U.S. dom-
ination.
are seeing through the lies and dis-

More and more often, they]

tortions peddled by the U, S, con-
trolled labour fakers in Canada.
The Progressive Worker looks

forward to the day when we Canad-
ian workers will have control of our
own labour movement.

SOLD INTO BONDAGE

President W.J. Smith (Canadian
Brotherhood of Railway Transport
and General Workers) reports that
negotiations for a merger between
his union and the Brotherhood of
Railway, Airline and Steamship
Clerks (a U, S, union) have pro-
gressed far enough to warrant set-
ting up a special sub-committee to
handle the final technicalities.
Smith reported to his National Ex-
ecutive Board: "It is the consider-
ed opinion of your officers and sub-
committee that the Brotherhood
should undertake to negotiate with
the officers of the BRASC, in de-
tail, the terms of a merger agree-
- ment, .. "

Smith and his executive board
justify merger negotiations by re-
ferring to a resolution calling for
rail labour unification, adopted at
the 1967 convention of the Brother-
hood. But the proposed merger is
not unification-- it will still leave
the railroads with more than a
score of bargaining units--and the

convention delegates never endors-
ed any proposition that would place

the 60-year old Canadian union in
bondage to Meany's AFL-CIO bu-
reaucracy.

The sub-committee stated in its
report: ', ., the BRASC gave as-
surance that, under any merger
administration, the Brotherhood
could retain its present structure,

retain all its non-railway members |}

retain the right of the Canadian
membership to elect their own of-

ficers for Canada, and retain their |

autonomous right to determine pol-
icies relative to collective bargain-
ing, grievance procedure, and all
domestic social, economic, politi-
cal and cultural affairs,

"Also pledged. . . was the continu-

ation of the Brotherhood's re-
search and educational programs

. ..and the right to participate in
political activity."

It is a startling commentary on
the state of mind of our union bu-
reaucrats when they announce with
pride the securing of a pledge from
their U.S. counter-parts that they
can retain the very things that are
theirs by right. Smith and his col-
leagues place heavy emphasis on
the gaining of "autonomy' as a re-
sult of their labours, when what
they are really doing is negotiating
away the independence of Canadian
workers. This point is made even
more clear when it is realized that
Canadian members of the BRASC
are not to be extended the same
degree of autonomy that is to be
extended to the merging CBRT.

The CBRT rank and file had bet-
ter become alert to the fact that
Smith is not telling them the whole
story. The BRASC cannot guaran-

tee that the CBRT will keep their
Meany and

non-railway members.

his AFL brass will not tolerate any
union keeping members that are
within the jurisdiction of other af-
filiates. Once the merger is con-
summated and the road back solid-
ly blocked, the BRASC will get
orders to hand over all such
groups. The Seamen's section,
for example, will be dragooned in-
to the reactionary, racket-ridden
Seafarer's International (U, S,)
Union,. Instead of "unification",
which is cited as justification for
the proposed merger, the CBRT,
(which constituted the only sem-
blance of industrial unionism on
the railways), will itself be frag-
mented, and the principles of the
unification resolution will be set
back rather than advanced.

This is by no means the first
contact between the CBRT and the
U. S. union that was previously
known as the Brotherhood of Rail-
way and Steamship Clerks. A brief
glance back at history may make
clearer what is in store for the
Canadian union if the merger is al-
lowed to go through.

The CBRT was organized as a
Canadian and industrial union in
1909 and affiliated to the Canadian
Federation of Labour and later to
the Trades and Labour Congress
(T. L, C.) the organ of US. craft
unionism in Canada.

The BRSC, (the very union with
which the CBRT is now negotiating
merger), charged the Canadian
Brotherhood of Railway Employees
as it was then known, with invading
the BRSC jurisdiction. The CBRE
opened negotiation for a merger
but, significantly, could get no as-
surances that they could continue tq
elect their officers '"'who will have
charge of the Brotherhood in Cana-
da. !

The T, L. C. executive council,




acting in support of U, S, craft
unionism, did not even wait for a
convention but summarily lifted the
Brotherhood charter on the charge
of being a '""dual union", At the

192! convention. where the Broth-
erh .od appeal was rejected, pres-

ident A. R, Mosher declared: "We
may be removed from your building
but we will come back and perhaps
many of you will be glad to wel-
come us back. The CBRE is going
on in spite of you as it did before
it became affiliated to the Con-
gress."

The proposed merger is a com-
plete betrayal of those who fought
and sacrificed to build the Brother-
hood. It is denial of the principles
for which they stood. Smith is
proposing to sell a Canadian heri-
tage for a mess of pottage. Broth-
erhood members must decisively
reject this gross betrayal of the
ba: ¢ interest of Canadian workers
an reject also those who propose

it.

The CBRE, now the CBRT, final-
ly did return after many years via
the CIO which later merged with
the AFL, Now we are back to 1920
only this time the U, S, bureaucrats
are playing it a little smarter until
they get the victim tightly trapped.

Smith's report states that the
merger will result in at least one
benefit to CBRT members. "If a
merger is consummated, all mem-
bers of the Brotherhood would
automatically be eligible to partic-
ipate in the BRASC's Death Beni-
fit Plan." So all a member has to
do to collect a bonus is die.

A notable omission from the re-
port is the details of benefits which|
will accrue to the bureaucracy for
having delivered up the Canadian
workers bound hand and foot.

What increases in salaries and ex-
penses have been pledged? These
are questions to which the CBRT
members must demand answers.

This is a time when increasing
numbers of Canadian workers are
moving decisively in the direction
of an independent Canadian union
movement, There must be a deep
and as yet not fully revealed, rea-
son why the officers of a union
which has a long and distinguished
record of fighting for a Canadian
and industrial union movement,
chooses this particular moment to
abandon the fight and sink its iden-
tity in a U, S, craft union, A R,
Mosher, a founder of the CBRT,
denounced international unions as
"U, S. unions with Canadian
branches. ' That condition has not
changed. M, M, MacLean, the
Brotherhood secretary-treasurer
in the 1920's, declared the '"Cana-
dian workers have no power to in-
fluence policies of the larger U, S,
unions." That condition has not
changed.

CN.T.U. VRS U.S. UNIONS

An article of some interest ap-
peared in the September 1968 issue
of "Labour" - journal of the CNTU
(Quebec).

At Baie Comeau, CNTU construc-
tion workers fought hired goons,
Yankee union bureaucrats, police
and the courts on the way to victory
in a struggle for the elementary
democratic right to belong to the

“union of their choicé. A construc-
tion program, involving a $42 mil-
lion expansion to an aluminum
smelter was in progress at which a
"sweetheart'' agreement - to last
for the duration of construction -
had been signed with the labour
bosses of the "int ernational" (US)
craft unions, before the job had be-
gun. The construction company,
Canadian Bechtel, was owned en-
tirely by US investors. (US unions
and US companies against Canad-
ian workers).

The Quebec Labour Relations
Board, under pressure from the
workers, ordered a vote to deter-

mine which union should bargain
for the'employees. Since everyone
knew that almost all the workers
belonged to the CNTU this decision
was not at all to the liking of either
the company or the craft union bur-
eaucrats. Union bosses and man-
agement joined in securing an injun
ction against picketing workers.
125 Provincial Police failedin an ef
fort to enforce the injunction and
arrested workers were freed with-
out charge.

When a decision was taken that
the strike had served its purpose
the workers returned to the plant in
a disciplined and united body. The
US bureaucrats, aided by the com-
pany and provincial police, were
waiting outside the plant to prevent
a number of active unionists, sing-
led out for victimization, from
returning to work, However, the
workers refused fo to accept, or be
intimidated by victimization. Wher
the certification vote was held, 132
of 157 ballots cast were in fayour

of the CNTU, with the US unions
getting 20 votes and 5 ballots
spoiled.

Louis Laberge, head of the US-
controlled Quebec Federation of
Labour, had tried to turn the tide
in favour of the US unions with a
call for a general strike. The at-
tempt was a total failure.

Workers and other citizens in the
community of the community of
Baie Comeau learned some impor-
tant lessons in this struggle for a
democratic union movement against
the opposition of the Yankee mono-
polists and their trained seals in the
US unions. The awareness of the
people was greatly aroused on the
need for a real struggle against US
imperialism.

Workers in English Canada
should learn from this experience.
With solidarity and determination
like that shown by theQQuebec
workers at Baie Comeau, nothing
could stop us from establishing our
own independent labour movement.
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UNION BARGAINING IN ONTARIO

More than 4, 000 union agreements
are up for re-negotiation inOntario
this year and all signs point tosome
hot sessions., 1600 contracts are up;
for renewal in the construction in-
dustry where hard-nosed employers
have been discussing a hard-line
strategy for some months past. In
this particular sector some operat-
ors issued an open invitation to the
union bureaucracy to join with them|
in setting 'rules and standards for
the industry' - meaning, in plain
language, to co-operate with the
employers in keeping the workers
under strict control,

Exclusive of the construction in-
dustry, for which no reliable fig-
ures are available, ne gotiations
will affect about 220, 000 workers.
The United Steelworkers of Amer-
ica will head the list with negoti-
ations covering 40, 000 workers in
the steel and nickel industries. A-
bout 12, 000 employers in the elec-
trical industry employed by U, S, -
owned firms will be represented in
pending negotiations by the U, 5. -
dominated United Electrical Work-
ers (UE)., Some 146 agreements
are open in the printing trades
where workers come under the jur-
isdiction of about 6 U, S, —controlled
crait unions.

The affected unions are entering
these negotiations in a decidedly
weakened condition. There is a
deep split between bureaucratic
leaders and rank and file with the
average member having less con-
fidence in his so-called "leaders"
than at any time in the past. In
most cases - particularly in con-
struction and the printing trades -
the workers are fragmented into
obsolete craft union organizations
that are held under the absolute
dictatorship of the most reactionary
of the U, S. labor bureaucrats. This
condition has led to serious defeats
for several of the unions in the
printing trades over the past 5 to
10 years, Automation and the ex-
tended use of computers in many
areas of industry have tended to
blur the lines demarcation between
various trades. The end result has
been to set the dictatorial bureau-
crats in the craft unions fighting
one another for the control of a rap-
idly-diminishing number of jobs,
rather then striving to unite their
forces to fight the employers. Ob-
viously this situation works to the
advantage of the boss.

Yet another factor tendingto weakd
en thefighting capacity of the unions
is the fact that less thanone inthree

of all workers are organized and

the unions still fail to raise demands
in the interests of the unorganized
and those on fixed incomes. The
tendency during the past years of
rapidly increasing living costs is
for a growing animosity on the part
of the unorganized. This animosity
the bureaucratic representatives of
the unions have done nothing to dis-
pell. On the contrary, their ar-
rogant attitude has tended to add
fuel to the fire.

This relationship provided condi-
tions that strengthen the position of
the employers, and they, and their
government, take full advantage of
them., Subtle - and sometimes not
too subtle - anti-union propoganda
has grown in scope and intensity.
The main industrial provinces are
now all armed with legislation morg
repressive than any since the early
thirties, and the trend is definitely
toward even more restrictive legis-
lation,

It should be crystal clear that la-
bour is in for a tough year of bar-
gaining and "business as usual" will
not suffice. An alert rank and file
will need to arouse itself to action if
any gains are to be made, or even
if organized labour is to hold its
own.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY

Conditions in the Canadian
electrical industry are deter-
iorating badly and it appears
that unemployment for many may
be close at hand, A case in
point is Canadian General Electric
(U.S. owned), which is about to
phase out operations at the
Scarborough, Ontario, plant,
Approximately 800 people will be
thrown out of employment as a
result., Another 275 workers
at Canadian (U, S,) Westinghouse
at Hamilton, and 100 at Guelph,
Ontario, are faced with a similar
fate,

U.S. management cite dumping

of electrical goods and equipment
from Japanese and European
firms as the reason for their
action. They do not reveal that
these same U, S, firms control
most of the plants allegedly
guilty of "dumping". The real
truth is that these outfits are
consolidating production in areas
where costs are lower and profits
as a result, higher.

This is just one more instance
of Canada suffering because we do
not control our own economy.
What we require is a Canadian
industry, free from all foreign
conirol

In 1967 Canada imported $10
million worth of computers from
the U, S, Of 1,613 computers in
Canada by May of 1968 only 12
were not manufactured in the
United States.

Canada is auite capable of
producing up-to-date computers
but the pro-U, S, ,
policy of our government and
ruling class makes such a develop-

subservient

ment impossible. So long as
puppets rule the land we will toil
in the interests of U, S,

What we need is a 1‘:1(!}(::11

monopol -
ists.
change of political scenery in the

direction of national independence.




WORIDESTRUGG

AROUND THE WORLD

SPAIN

In Spain General Franco has ren-
dered an already extremely react-
ionary regime even more repres-
sive, A state of emergency has
been declared and hundreds of pol-
itical prisoners have been seized.
Madrid University is closed and the
campus occupied by fascist armed

Less than 7 months after the lull
that ended the last bitter round of
struggle, workers and students are
once more taking to the streets in
strikes and demonstrations. With
the economy in deep trouble and

shaken by a monetary crisis, de

Gaulle is attempting to make the

working people pay the shot and the
people are resisting.

|

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The people of Czechoslovakiaare
continuing to resist the occupation
of their country by the Russian
army. The Moscow ruling clique
is beset with mounting difficulties
at home and abroad as their collu-
sionwith U, S, imperialism becomes
increasingly evident.

forces.

In Madrid, Barcelona and other
areas workers, farmers, students
are challenging the authority of the
fascist state. The Basque district,
for many years a battleground be-
tween Franco forces and Basque
nationalists, is once more the arena
for bloody conflict. So wide has
Franco cast his net of tyranny that
even priests are being arrested for
"political crimes"'.

FRANCE

France is once again in tu

-

rmoil.

[ .

i

FRANCE: From the other side of the barricades: worry.

ITALY

Millions of workers have been
engaging in militant and bitterly-
fought strikes in Italy. The killing
of a number of striking workers by
the armed police has resulted in
numerous bloody clashes between
workers and students on the one
hand and the armed forces of the
state on the other. Thereisalmost
constant governmental crisis in It-
aly and it seems certain that the
struggle will continue to expand in
the coming months.

ol .

GREAT BRITAIN

Attempts of the Labour Party
government in England to load the
burden of the economic crisis on
the backs of the working people are
being stoutly resisted. Strikes and
demonstrations are a daily occur-
ence in all occupations. The anger
of the workers is directed mainly
at those industries controlled by
U.S. monopolies. An increasing
number of plants are being taken
over by U, S. investors who look
for new methods to intensify ex-
ploitation.

The balance-of-payments situa-
tion is steadily worsening, thus
sharpening the crisis of the pound
stirling.

Students have occupied the Lon#
don School of economics in protest
against educational policies in the
school.

As in Canada, the crisis in the
reformist-oriented Communist
Party of Great Britain is reflected
in the fact that some leading mem-
bers are accepting well-paid pos-
itions on government boards set up
to "control' labour. Will Paynter,
a member of the CP for more than
40 years, has accepted an appoint-
ment to a government Labour Me-
diation Board.
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_the racist reactionaries of Rhodesia

AFRICA: Nationalist fighters take the road to liberation,

JAPAN

Youth and student struggles have
reached a new high in Japan where
the army has occupied the Universi
ty of Tokyo campus after a long and
bloody battle, Workers, farmers
and student are uniting in militant
struggle against the pro-U.S, war
policies of the government and a-
gainst the extension of U, S. army
bases in the countryside and naval
installations in the port cities.

&

The recently concluded Common-
wealth Conference has once again

vides the basis for sharpening con-
tradictions between the two.

clearly demonstrated that the people
of Africa are on their own in the
struggle for national liberation.
Wilson's bluff has been called by

and South Africa and "Her Maj -
esty's First Minister' has been
publicly forced to "eat crow'. This
together with the racist policics of
the Wilson government has con-
vinced still more people in Africa

PAKISTAN

Pakistan is the scene of increas-
ing conflict between workers, peas-
ants, students and intellectuals on
the one hand, and the Ayub Khan
regime on the other. In a recent
clash in East Pakistan many demon-

LATIN AMERICA

Crisis continues tosharpen in the
countries of Latin America. The
U.S. imperialists, assisted by the
comprador capitalists, are increas-
ing their oppression and exploitation
of the people in all areas. In most
areas living standards, already des
perately low, are being depressed
even further. TFierce struggles are
developing in all areas and in many
places armed guerilla bands excer-
cise effective control over large
districts. In Mexico, geurilla bandg
are operating in at least three prov-
inces, almost on the border of the
United States.

strators against the regime were
killed and wounded, hundreds have
been arrested.

of the necessity to proceed to direct
and immediate action against the
fascist regimes of the white minor-
ities, Armed struggle is growing
in intensity and spreading out to
new areas.

MIDDLE EAST

U. S. -promoted Israeli aggres-
sion in the Middle East is encount-
ering resolute resistance from
Arab Liberation detachments. The
fascist-militants Eshkol and Dayan
are screaming threats of bloody re-

INDIA

In India, hunger and repression
are intensifying. Struggle, the nat-
ural answer to repression, is also
growing. Many districts are now
the scene of armed conflict. Ker-
ala, where various reformist and
revisionist faction of the C, P, sup-
port the Dehli government, is torn
with conflict and many workers and
peasants have been slaughtered,
others arrested.

prisals against peasant villages in
the Arab countryside. The Moscow
clique is working furiously to hold
back Arab resistance while the
United States works frantically to
build up the aggressive strength of
Isreal. At the same time both
Moscow and Washington have their
own independent objectives to pur-
sue in the Middle East which pro-

SOUTH EAST ASIA

Armed struggle against U, S, im-

perialist aggression is on the in-
crease in Laos and Thailand.
Peoples Liberation Armed Forces
have scored important victories
over the enemy in both countries.
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OCEANIA

Australia and New Zealand are
still being dragged along on the wake
of U,S. aggression in Southeast
Asia and are paying the price in
both casualties and falling living
standards. Resistance is growing
especially among the youth who are
being dragged off to die in a war
they do not want. Strikes and la-
bour struggles are becoming an
every-day occurence. Opposition
to U.S., imperialism grows in in-
tensity as U, S, soldiers strut ar-
rogantly around the streets and U. S
monopolies extend their hold over

the economy and take over vast
stretches of land in Australia.




IRELAND

THE BASIC

PROBLEM ISN'T RELIGION

If one were to read--and believe-
-the daily press, the entire issue
of the struggle in Ireland would ap-
pear to center on the fact that Prot-
estants do not like Catholics and
vica versa, Arch reactionaries
and religious fanatics like Ian Pais-
ley lend strength to this line of
thought, Politically, Paisley is a
fascist, theologically--for all his
fanatic Protestantism--he is a di-
rect descendent of the Inquisition,
and just as ready to burn his vic -
tims at the stake,

The so-called "'religious issue"
in Ireland is rooted in English pol-
icy toward Ireland, and her at-
tempts to fully conquer the land,
The church in Ireland was indepen-
dent until Henry VIII compelled al-
legience to Rome, and Protestant-
ism was imported with the planta-
tion of Ulster at the start of the
17th century, It was not concern
about saving the souls of the Irish
people that caused the English to
introduce alien churches into Ire-
land, The real objective was to use
the church and religious supersti-
tion as a means to make at least
a portion of the people amenable to
English rule,

* * *

There are two erroneous views
about the Irish situation that need
to be corrected,

One popular idea is that all Cath-
olics in Ireland are progressive
and that all progressives are Cath-
olie, and that all Protestants, on
the other hand, are confirmed re-
actionaries and religious fanatics,
The distorted way in which the
"news'' is written helps to spread
these errors, The true fact is, of
course, that while religion and the
church are used for political pur-
poses, a person's politics is not

automatically determined by their
religion, In Ireland reactionaries
and revolutionaries can be found in
both church organizations, and in
no church at all, In every period
of political and economic crisis
Catholics and Protestants have:
joined hands to fight for the inde
pendence of the nation, The most
outstanding instance of this politi-
cal unity of Catholic and Protestant!
was during the period of the United
Irishmen during the rising of 1798,
It is true, of course, that most of
the Irish people who are affiliated
to a church are of the Catholic per-
suasion, It is quite natural, there-
fore, that any political movement
organized to advance the interests
of the nation should be made up
mostly of Catholics, But people
will adhere to such organizations
because they are Irish and aiming
at the realization of the indepen-
dence of Ireland--not because they
belong to one or another church,
Rome has always defended English
rule in Ireland, and Irish Catholicsf
have always had to defy the hier-
archy in order to fight for the true
interests of the Irish nation,

A second erroneous view holds
that all Ulster Protestants are every
faithful in their defence of English
rule in Ireland, Even the reaction-
ary bigoted, flag waving leaders of
the Ulster Covenanters offer no
blind loyalty to the English, despittl
what reporters may write, These |
people are motivated solely by what]
they consider are their own bour-
geois and petit-bourgeois class in-
terests. In 1913 they considered if
necessary to take up arms against
England in defence of their
interests, (Lenin referred to them
as acting like "'revolutionaries
from the right"), Carson, for the

Protestant Unionists, declared a
preference for a German ruler
rather than an English King and
government that would "coerce
Ulster'. Ulster leaders resisted
conscription and impeded recruit-
ment into the army during the
first world war. Paisley, Craig
and others in Ulster are repeating
Carson's stand of 1913 and denying
England's right to intervene.

The O'Neill government in Ulster
on the other hand, is looking to
England for help in maintaining
"law and order.'" O'Neill is con-
vinced that certain political dis-
abilities placed on the Catholic
minority in Ulster must be at least
partially relieved before an explo-
sion takes place. To achieve this,
O'Neill considers it necessary to
have English support against his
own political base in the Unionist
Party because, as a representative
of bourgeois and alien rule, he is
incapable of mobilizing the people -
knowing that would mean, first of
all, taking up the struggle for the
real independence of the nation,

The situation tends to become
confused because the main political
support for bigots and fanatics like
Craig and Paisley comes from the
Ulster proletariat. The fact is the
proletarian Protestants have been
badly corrupted over the last 50
years and more, Ireland under
English rule has always been a de-
pressed area, a supplier of produce
for the dinner tables of England,
and deliberately held back from de-
veloping economically. Under
English rule, Ireland's foremost
business was the export of her
children to be used as cheap labour
by exploiters in foreign lands.

In these conditions, the real need
for Ireland -- and the development




which English rulers and Irish
traitors feared most -- was the
unity of the Irish people, Catholic
and Protestant, to fight for the
freedom of the land. The main
effort of the English and their Irish
puppets was directed toward keepiné
the people divided so they could
continue to rule, The most impor-
tant -- but not the only -- line of
division was between Catholic and
Protestant. To achieve this divi-
sion, the Unionist agents of English
imperialism in times of crisis in-
stigated Ulster Protestants to
drive Catholics from the plants and
hold the declining number of jobs
for themselves. This was, and is,
the main source of corruption of
Protestant workers in Ulster. It
is not fundamentally different from
the attitude of certain organized
workers in the United States who
consider their own interests best
served by preventing Black work-
ers from entering employment.
They cannot see that they are being
used as tools by their own oppress-
ors, and that in doing so, they are
co-operating in their own ultimate
enslavement,

In line with their policy of keep-
ing the people and the nation divid-
ed, the Ulster government has
inflicted special disabilities on the
Catholic population, who are a
majority in Ireland but a minority
in the six Northern Counties. Mun
icipal housing is almost completely
denied the Catholic workers who
are condemned to living in cellars
and sub-standard houses. Elector-
al districts are gerrymandered in
the most outrageous fashion so as
to ensure a Protestant majority
even where the Catholics outnum-
ber them. Businessmen, both
large and small, can vote up to 20
times in municipal districts while
many workers are denied the right
to vote at all. These are issues
that aggravate the basic grievance,
the denial of jobs to the Catholic
minority or, at best, their employ-
ment in the least desirable occupa-
tions,

The economy of Ireland, and

especially that of Ulster, is close-
ly tied to and dominated by the
economy of England. At a time,
such as now, when England's econ-
omy (itself now dominated by U. S.
capital) is seriously undermined
and in a state of permanent crisis,
the effect on the subject economy
in Ireland is devastating, The cost
of this crisis the Ulster traitors
seek to place on the shoulders of
the working people and, in the first
place in line with traditional policy
on the Catholic minority.

"Law enforcement' agencies --
courts and police -- are almost
exclusively Protestant and, es-
pecially the police, predominantly
followers of Paisley and Craig.
Paisley is particularly strong
among the 20, 000-man force of
""B'" special armed police, which is|
exclusively Protestant, made up
mainly of petty landowners and
small businessmen, and fascist
oriented. In conditions such as
this, the Catholic worker in Ulster
has very little hope of ever receiv-
ing "justice'" in the courts.

The "Civil Rights Movement, "
led by the wishy-washy Communist
Party of Northern Ireland (a sec-
tion of the C. P. of England) and
their middle class friends see
these events as a simple "'denial of
civil rights' to a section of the
Irish people. They insist on "'no
politics' in the movement, which
seriously restricts its activities.
They insist also on "non-violent"
action and almost absolute depen-
dence on the fascist-oriented po-
lice for "protection'. These
chicken-hearted incompetents
follow a consistent policy of send-
ing their unarmed detachments on
"peaceful" civil rights marches
against the armed and determined
fighters in the Paisley faction.

The end result is a slaughter of the
innocents.

A basic error of the so-called
""Civil Rights Movement' is that
they, like O'Neill, call on England
for help. All of Ireland's troubles
can be traced directly to the
English presence in the land, and

the support of the presence by
traitor puppets. What Ireland needy
is less, not more, intervention
from England. The people of Ire-
land must themselves be the ar-
biters of their own destiny.

The real issue in Ireland is not
"Civil Rights", it is English dom-
ination and the partition of the
nation. Nothing so elementary as
"Civil Rights" and "peaceful de-
monstrations'' linked with a call to
the English government for aid,
must be allowed to keep ALL the
people of Ireland from rising up
and fighting for the only objective
that will lay the basis for solving
Ireland's problems -- that is, the
fight for a United Irish Workers
Republic. To the extent that they
are impeding this struggle, the
leaders of the Civil Rights Move-
ment are rendering a service to
imperialism, and the traitor class
in Ireland. This appears to be an
appropriate moment to recall the
words of Wolff Tone, spoken in
1798:

"To subvert the tyranny of our

execrable government, to

break the connection with Eng-
land, the never failing source
of all our political evils, and

to assert the independence of

my country. These were my

objects. To unite the whole
people of Ireland. To abolish
the memory of all past dis-
sensions and to substitute the
common name of Irishman in
place of the denominations

Protestant, Catholic, and

Dissenter -- these were my

means, "
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CHINA

A SUCCESSFUL BOMB

TEST

The explosion by China, on Dec-
ember 28, 1968 of her second H-
bomb and the recent announcement
by Israel that she is capable of man-
ufacturing nuclear weapons are two
events with vastly different charac-
teristics but one common aspect.

The Chinese H-bomb is another
weapon in the defensive arsenal of
the exploited and oppressed people
of Asia. We know for certain that
China would never be the first to
use a nuclear weapon, but we also
kro v that the United States would,
and in fact has already used nuc-
le  weapons against Asians. It is
ob. ous that the nuclear weapon of
China is preventing the United Stateg
from doing the same thing, either
against the Chinese or the Vietnam-
ese. It would not even be wrong to
say that the stronger China becomesr
in the nuclear field the less likely
will be a nuclear war. This is be-
cause the United States will become
more and more afraid to use nuc-
lear weapons and China will never

use nuclear weapons first.

The ability of Israel to manufac-
ture nuclear weapons is another
guestion. There is no doubt that
Israel is an aggressive country (see
article in last issue of PW) and that
the Arab forces cannot defend them-
selves against nuclear attack or
blackmail. The obtaining of nuc-
lear arms by Israel is one more
further aggressive act by Israel.

As stated earlier, however the
two events do have one common as-
pect and that is to point out the
sheer ridiculousness of the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty. The en-
tire basis of this treaty is ersatz.
For example, it assumes the num-
ber of two (U.S. and U. S.S5.R.)is
a good number of countries to have
nuclear weapons. Who decided
that? It is ridiculous. The treaty
also assumes that the spread of
nuclear weapons can be stopped by
an agreement of the nuclear powers

As shown by Israel and China, this

is not the case. And the materials
for a nuclear weapon are almost as
easily available to a physicist as is
hydrochloric acid to a chemist. Al-
though there is no doubt the U.S.
greatly assisted Israel in her nuc-
lear activities, there is also no
doubt that Israel could have done it
on her own, as can any other coun-
try who wants to.

The nuclear non-proliferation
treaty is just a sham to try and de-
ceive people into believing that the
United States and the U, S.S.R. are
really interested in peace and it is
bad boys France and China who would
use nuclear weapons and are not
interested in peace. Well, always
remember it was the United States
which dropped the bo mbs on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki. It is the Un-
ited States that threatens Vietnam
with tactical nuclear weapons. It
is the United States that gloats over
an over-kill capacity of 40 for the
entire world.

VIETNAM

BOOK REVIEW 'VIETNAM WILL WIN'

We would like to call our read-
er's attention to Wilfred Burchett's
new book on Vietnam., Vietnam
Wwill Win (A Guardian Book, dis-
tributed by Monthly Review, New
York, 1968) compares with Edgar
Snow's Red Star Over China in
that both books are written by
vestern journalists, yet present
honest and understanding accounts
~f revolutionary struggles.

Burchett's book begins with an
historical background to the pre-
sent situation, discussing the
struggles that the Vietnamese
people have waged against other
imperialist countries. Then
Burchett gets into modern Vietnam-
ese history in great detail, be-
ginning with the French invasion
and continuing right up to include
the present Paris talks.

Vietnam Will Win clearly dis-
proves the propaganda of the U.S.
press that claims Vietnam is
losing and that the Vietnamese
leadership is merely bargaining
for concessions from the Ameri-
cans. (As PW pointed out in its
last issue, this line is being pro-
moted within the American left by
the Progressive Labor Party and
in Canada by a group of that party's

—
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admirers,) The opposite is true.
This book shows that the Vietnam-
ese people -- under the respected

how the American propaganda
about their "victories' runs com-
pletely counter to reality.

leadership of the National Libera-
tion Front and the government of
the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam -- are driving the American

aggressors into greater and great-

er confusion and desperation,

Burchett shows that the Viet-

namese are fighting a war of nation

al liberation in which the leader-
ship is carrying the correct posi-

tion of uniting everyone who can be

united on a basis of anti-imperia-

| Burchett illustrates his points
with countless interviews with

[ everyone from peasants and work-
ers to the leadership of the NLF
(who themselves clearly identify
with the aspirations of their
people.) He shows in detail how
the People's Liberation Army has
grown in strength, and he discuss-
es many important battles showing

HISTORY

list struggle.

Vietnam Will Win is an impor-
tant book, both for left-wing peo-
ple, and for people who have not
yvet had an opportunity to hear the
Vietnamese side of the story.
Burchett gives the Vietnamese side
and he does so in a way that is ex-
tremely readable.

THE INTERNATIONAL

March of this year will mark
the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the Third (Commun-
ist) International under the lead-
ership of Lenin and the impact
of the Russian Revolution. For
near a quarter of a century the
International was the world center
of the revolutionary movement.
Although the principles on which,
the International was founded
wield vastly more influence now
than 50 years ago there seems
little chance as of now that the
anniversary will receive little
attention anywhere despite-the
fact it would present an excel-
lent opportunity for a theoretic-
al and political analysis of the
life of the International and the
achievements of the revolution-
ary movement since its-found-
ing.

The only significant event that
seems to be on the agendaat a-
bout the same time as the an-
niversary is the Brezhnev-Kos-
ygin attempt to convene a world

conference designed to press
the attack on China and the
Marxist-Leninist movement.
The basis for this projected

conference is absolutely opposed

to the principles upon which the
International was founded.
Every single party now calling
itself "Communist" owes its ex-
istence to the International,
even though most of them no
longer adhere to its principles.
They explain away the absence
of an International Communist

organization with the claim that
it has outgrown its usefulness
and is no longer needed. The
real reason, however, lies in
the fact that most of them have
long since abandoned the rev-
olutionary program and object-
ives of the International and
their abject fear of invoking its
revolutionary spirit equals that
of the ruling class.

The International may be tem-
porarily extinct but the revolu-
tionary spirit which gave it birth
is nowv more widespread than
ever before. The revolutionary
movement has learned a great
deal since the day the Internat-
ional was founded. That know-
ledge and experience is being
put to excellent use in a thous-
and battles and struggles around
the world. We look forward to
the day when the International
of the working people once a-
gain occupies its rightful role
as the General Staff of the Rev-
olution.




THE UNITED STATES

JOH

NSON TO NIXON

The passing of executive power
from the Johnson team to the Nixon
team was smoothly done due to the
maximum co-operation extended by
the outgoing administration. The
warm collaboration between the two
groups is a sure sign of how the twr
are in close agreement on funda-
mental issues and the differences
between the two lines are so narroy
as to be amost undistinguishable.
The essential points in both domes-
tic and foreign policy will not change,

Nixon has fashioned his cabinet
of bankers, corporation lawyers,
millionaire businessmen and lobby-
ists for the oil monopolists. J. Ed-
gar Hoover remains as head of the
F, B. L. and Richard Helms is re-
tained as director of the C. 1. A,
Henry Cabot Lodge, close friend of
Hitler-loving General Ky, is given
a front seat in the making of policy
for Vietnam. Everyone is well a-
ware of how strongly Lodge supports
aggressive policies in Asia.

But there is stormy weather a-
head for Nixon and his administra-
tion. The fact was made abundant-
ly evident on the very eve of inaug-
ural day when thousands of demon-
strators battled police and national
guards in the very heart of Wash-
ington. On inaugural day itself
Nixon had to be supplied the largest
armed guard ever provided any
president-elect on the day of his in-
auguration. Battles were fought
with anti-administration demonstra
tors less than 100 yards from the

spot where the inaugural ceremonies

were taking place.

Nixon, even at the very start of
his administration, will not have it
any easier than Johnson did in his
final year, when he found it exped-
ient to quit. If anything, Nixon will

have it even more difficult as he

STAYS THE SAME.

NGGRESSIVE WAR 1y

gou™ VIETNAM

confronts a determined opposition
that has acquired a lot of experiencd
during the Johnson regime.

Nixon's greatestproblem is the
war in Vietnam, Johnson's last
year in the White House was mark-
ed with an intensification of deter-
mined opposition to the war that
reached into the ranks of the armed
forces and all the way to the unitsir
Vietnam. Regardless of what reas-
ons Johnson had for his latter day
policy on Vietnam, the fact is he
did raise widespread hopes for an
»arly end to the war. The problem
facing Nixon is how to deliver a down
payment on that false promise and
any of U, S, im-
The

yet not surrender
perialism's enclaves in Asia,
well-known reputation of Henry
Cabot Lodge is not likely to allay
any suspicions about Nixon's inten-
tions in Vietnam,

Next to Vietnam in importance is
the Black Liberation struggle and
the militant student movement. Both
of these are even more distrustful

of Nixon than they were of Johnson

THE FIREMAN CHANGES — BUT ﬂfE J’DB

eat dea
and youth,
even a token

and that is saying a gr
Black Americans a
as women, have not
representation in the Nixoncabinet.
Nixon's efforts to solve economic
problems through higher taxe
employment and depressed living
standards will be no different than
5 policies to achieve alike

as well

S~

Johnson's
purpose. They
in practice, but only because the

problems themselves are becoming

may appear harsher

more serious,
Nixon serves the same interests
as Johnson did--those of U, S, im-
perialism. The way in which he
serves imperialism may differ. But
as the struggle sharpened, the tac-
tics of Johnson shifted in emphasis
the War on
Poverty) to repression (e.g. the
National Guard). Nixon will have
even less opportunity to successful -
and the

from deception (e. g.

ly employ deception, Amer-
ican people should prepare them-
selves for increasingly vicious

repression.
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THE STRANGE CASE OF THE PUEBLO

This story might be more approp-
riately named ""The Strange Case of
Commander Bucher.'" While de-
tained in Korea, Bucher made num-
erous and written statements to the
effect that he had been engaged on
a spying mission against the Dem-
ocratic People's Republic of Korea
and was well within Korean territ-
orial limits when intercepted. Buch-
er was also prolific in his state-
ments about how well treated he and
his crew were while they were de-
tained in Korea.

Since his return to the United
States Bucher tells an entirely op-
posite story. He denies being on a
spying mission and now claims to
have been mistreated, tortured and
brutally beaten while held captive
in Korea. Bucher also goes to
great lengths to explain that every-
thing he did was designed to pro-
tect his crew, whom, he alleges,
were under constant threat of tor-
ture and death.

Commander Bucher and his crew
certainly present a very healthy and
happy appearance for people who
had, as he alleges, been tortured
every day for eleven months. We
also have the evidence of Lieut-
enant Edward Murphy, chief exec-
utive officer on the Pueblo, who, in
a press conference, contradicted
his boss. Murphy stated that he
thought "the captured Americans
had lived under better conditions
than average Koreans." He also
explained that the daily routine,
which Commander Bucher described
as solitary confirement, consisted
of a common excercise period ev-
ery morning, dining together and
several hours of playing cards and
other recreation in the evening.
That is treatment far less strict
and more humane than that handed
out to thousands of prisoners in
jails in the U, S, A, for crimes far
less serious than acts of internat-
ional espionage,

The United States has been en-
gaged for many years in flagrant

acts of espionage. These acts have
included the use of planes as well
as ships. Korea, a relatively small
nation, has administered a serious
blow to these activities and exposed
U. S, illegal acts for all-the world
to see. Confronted with this ex-
posure of their evil deeds--and
with the confessions of the crew
standing as powerful evidence a-
gainst them--the U, S, imperialists
are desperately trying to cover
their tracks. Their main effort in
this respect is directed toward
"proving'' savage and brutal treat-
ment of the crew, causing them to
sign "false" confessions.

Extreme pressure is being exert-
ed on the crew, especially on Com-
mander Bucher, to produce the kind
of lurid tales of torture the U. S.
imperialist propagandists require
for'their purpose. To this end
threats of disciplinary actions are
being voiced by naval authorities
and in the halls of Congress.

At the court of enquiry into the
Pueblo case, presided over by five
admirals, Bucher was informed
that he was liable to court-martial
proceedings for having "'surrender-
ed" the Pueblo, and that anything
he said at the enquiry might be used
against him at the court-martial.
The announcement of. possible pro-

ceedings at court-martial trans-
formed Bucher's status at the en-
quiry from one of friend of the
court to "suspect' under investig-
ation. Now, more than ever, Buch-
er was under strong pressure to
tell the kind of -story that would
tend to exonerate him for having
"allowed' the Koreans to capture
his ship. Bucher immediately be-
gan to manufacture more lurid de-
tails to add to his already unbeliev-
able tale of beatings and torture.
On being told of his liability to
court-martial proceedings Bucher
was visibly shaken. The announce-
ment had such an effect on Bucher
that he trembled violently and wept. |
The board of enquiry was forced to
call a recess to give the Command-
er an opportunity to get control of
his emotions. There is substantial
reason for believing that Bucher is
so shaken by his experience in fac-
ing the naval authorities it is fear-
ed he may contemplate suicide. He
is being closely watched in an ef-
fort to prevent such an eventuality.
On the record it appears that the
Commander of the Pueblo has a
just complaint of torture and brut-
ality. But it is a complaint that
should be directed at U, S, author-
ities--not at the Koreans.
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PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CAPITALISM

Many Canadians apparently be-
lieve the theory (frequently
expressed in the capitalist press)
that the capitalist countries are
gradually moving towards "welfare-
state socialism'', or towards "a
merger of communism and capital-
ism" with capitalist countries
adopting "'socialist" measures such
as Unemployment Insurance, medi-
care, etc. and the socialist
countries adopting various capital -
ist measures. Progressive
Worker would agree that some
formerly socialist countries, like
the U, S.S.R. are adopting all too
many capitalist measures. But the
following article, which concen-
trates on a discussion of "public"
utilities under capitalism, will
show that the various so-called
socialist measures adopted by
capitalist countries do not repre-
sent even a single step in the
direction of true socialism.

First, it is important to clearly
define what we mean by 'socialism'
Socialism is the form of social
organization in which the working
class has state power and uses
this power to suppress the capital-
ist class, to limit its activities and
eventually to eliminate it as a class]
altogether. As long as capitalists
have control of the means of pro-
duction and of the state and all its
institutions, no amount of welfare
legislation (paid for, of course,
out of taxes imposed on the work-
ing people) will make the society
a socialist one. Furthermore, if
the capitalists' government nation-
alizes one or several companies in
the interests of the capitalist class

generally, this should in no way be
looked upon as a step towards
socialism.

One of the earliest government
owned public utilities in Canada
was the Ontario Hydro Electric
Power Commission established in
1906. Ontario was in a difficult
situation at that time, having no
coal deposits of its own and being
located far from the coal sources
of the Maritimes and B. C. The
Commission was established to
distribute cheap power, generated
by Niagara Falls, to induce the
larger capitalists to invest in the
Province of Ontario. This is one
of the main reasons for govern-
ments setting upon purchasing
public utilities and a reason which
British Columbians are thoroughly
familiar with. In this way, the
public is forced to pay for the
industry, relieving the Capitalists
of the responsibility of producing
the required capital.

However, not only does the gen-
eral public put up the initial capi-
tal for operations of these kinds-_’
year by year operations are also
largely financed by the general
public. - Rates are set in such a
way that they guarantee the lowest
per kilowatt hour rate to the really
big consumers, that is, the mono-
poly industries. The home-owners
meaning the ordinary working
people, pay a relatively larger
amount, and even the small
business operation is penalized
because he cannot get into the area
where kilowatt hour rates drop
sharply.

Thus the small consumer pro -

vides the initial capital to finance
the undertaking, and then subsid-
izes the large monopolies by pay-
ing higher rates.

There are also other ways in
which the Capitalists benefit from
"public" utilities. Construction of
dams and buildings, manufacture
and installation of expensive
machinery, fabrication and erection
of transmission towers, etc., are
all contracted out to large private
companies who make handsome
profits on such deals.

Communications is another field
where public utility rules are
applied. Most telephone companies
in Canada, though privately owned
are governed by public utility regu-
lations, supervised by a govern-
ment-appointed board. Although
the phone companies often complain
bitterly about the legislation that
specifies the rates they may charge
the truth is that the rate restrict-
ions are no impediment to super-
profits, and the phone companies
never had it so good.

For example, Bell Telephone Co.
(Canada) Ltd. recently filed an
application with the Canadian
Transport Commission to increase
general rates and charges by 10%.
This application, if approved,
(which it no doubt will be) will
increase Bell's revenue by $80
million a year and raise its rate of
return on invested capital to 8%
from the present 6. 9%, according
to Bell president Robert Scrivenor.
It was interesting to note that on
the news of the company seeking
the increased rates, shares of
Bell Telephone rose sharply on the
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Canadian Stock Markets, to their
highest prices of the year, although
the application had not been
approved. This would indicate the
great confidence that Canadian
capitalists have in the presumably
independent Transport Commission

Some years ago B. C. Telephone
launched on a program of expan-
sion and modernization. This pro-
gram required the expenditure of
large amounts of Capital for con-
struction and equipment. The
Commission granted a raise in
rates to B. C. Telephone on the
plea that they needed the extra
capital to finance their expansion
program. When the expansion
program was finally completed,
however, did anyone dare to sug-
gest that the result of the expan-
sion program belonged to the
people who paid for it? On the
contrary, the investment added to
the value of the company and under
the regulations of the commission,
B. C. Telephone could now collect
the maximum profit from their
investment.

In addition to generous profits
that are permitted under the
"restrictions" of government
supervision, the private companies
have ways of avoiding the restric-
tions altogether. For example, a
"profit restricted"” communications
company can set up a subsidiary,

from which the parent company
buys all its equipment at inflated
prices. Thus the subsidiary pro-
duces huge profits and the parent
company can go crying to the
government supervisory board that
it must increase its rates.

Examples of this kind of arrange-

ment include Northern Electric,

which is a subsidiary of Bell

Telephone; and Lenkurt Electric

which together with B.C. Tel is a

subsidiary of General Telephone

and Electronics.

The Canadian people have been
led to believe that government-
owned or supervised companies are
somehow superior to private com-
panies in that they are more inclin=
ed to serve the public. The facts
show, however, that government-
owned companies under capitalism
are used in the interests of the cap-
italist class. And 'supervision' of
government-supervised companies
merely serves as a mask for typ-
ical, profit-hungry capitalist under-
takings.

The government in a capitalist
country is not a neutral force which
can be relied on to restrain the
worst excesses of capitalism. As
Englels pointed out some 90 years
ago, the state only reflects the in-
terests of "the most powerful, ec-
onomically dominant class, which,
through the medium of the state, be-

comes also the politically dominant
class..." In a democratic republic,
"wealth excercises it's power in-
directly, but all the more surely"
by means of "direct corruption of
officials" and "an allianae between
the government and the stock-ex-
change'. (Engels, the Origin of the
Family, Private Property and the
State. )The state of the economical-
ly dominant class is obviously not
going to restrict the powers of the
class that controls it.

Canada is under the economic
domination of U.S. Imperialism
which, "indirectly but all the more
surely'" excercises its political
power in Canada through the Can-
adian state. This means that the
"public' utilities will be run in the
interests of U.S. Imperialism, not
the Canadian people.

Genuine public utilities in Canada
can only come about after we have
achieved, first: national independ-
ence from U. S. economic and pol-
itical domination ; and second: a
socialist state in which the work-
ing class "through the medium of
the state, becomes also the polit-
ically dominant class''. Canadians
cannot look to the state represent-
ing the interests of U.S. imperial-
ism to usher in national independ-
ence and socialism for us. In fact,
it is only by overthrowing the state
that we canbeginto achieve our goals,

THE CP. AND CANADIAN LABOUR

The following article is a critic-
ism of the position of the Commun-
ist Party on the labour movement -
a position which has had some ef-
fect, particularly in B. C., where
(at least until recently) the party
has had considerable trade union
influence. The article shov s how
the C. P. position actually defends
the capitalist system by arguing
that workers should deliberately
seek a permanent accomodation
with capitalism. The article shows
how this position helped to prepare
the ground for repressive measuresg
(such as B. C. 's Bill 33 and the

Ontario Rand Report) by ideolog-
ically undermining those workers
who looked to the C. P. for leader-
ship. Furthermore the article
shows how the party position justi-
fies the selfishness and narrowness
characteristic of the contemporary
trade union movement and, by den-
ying the need for a revolutionary
perspective, offers nothing to the
unorganized majority of Canadian
workers except the largely unat-
tainable promise of joining in the
accomodation with capitalism of the
trade union movement.

Mr. Alf Dewhurst, the Commun-

ist Party "expert' on labour ques-
tions, and regular columnist on the
subject in the Canadian Tribune,
spent several years in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe "learnind
his trade'. Dewhurst began his
trek into the realm of higher educ-
ation after the Soviet Union was
well along on the road to capitalist
restoration. This fact undoubtedly
had a great deal to do with Dew-
hurst's distorted view of Marxism.
In June of 1968, P.W. took issue
with the Tribune "expert" for the
following non-Marxist observation:
"...under monopoly capitalism,
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exploitation does not end at the
point of production. It is extended
to the market place' as witness the
scandalous increase in prices..."
We directed Dewhurst's attention
to the Housing Question, by Engels,
for a correct explanation of how
exploitation is effective. That
Dewhurst has learned nothing in the
intervening 6 months is evident
from his column which appeared in
the Pacific Tribune on Dec. 6, 1968
The occasion for the latest Dew-
hurst epistle was a dispute with
Douglas Smith, associate of John
Crispo, director of the University
of Toronto Center for Industrial
Relations. Smith had taken trade
unionists to task for their selfish,
self-centered attitude, and went on
to accuse organized workers of
"sharing with management the ex-
ploitation. . . of those workers who
remain unorganized. ' Having be-
come completely economist in his
outlook, Dewhurst springs to the
defence of everything done by the
U. S. dominated unions in Canada,
after all many of the members of
his Party are now enjoying the ben-
efits of membership in the exclu-
sive club of U. S. union bureaucrats
While Smith is wrong in his con-.
clusions that the unions share with
management "the fruits of exploit-
ation'" (management represent the
exploiters who share with no one),
he has undoubtedly found the Achil-
les Heel of the trade unions when
he exposes their selfish attitude
and the fact that they have accepted
the capitalist system to the point
of working within it and for it.
When Smith declares, 'Trade un-
ions in North America are regard-
ed by their members not as a rad-
ical social force but as a slot mach
ine that is expected to yield the
big pay-off in every negotiation. ...
Unionism has been termed the cap-
italism of the-middle class and is
certainly more opportunistic than
idealistic,' he hits very close to the
truth and our disagreement with the|
conclusions he draws from it should
not cause us to reject his correct
criticism, as Dewhurst does in a

supreme effort to defend his own
comrades who are feeding at the
trough along with all the other U.S.-
appointed bureaucrats. One of his
erstwhile comrades in British Col-
umbia, Charles Stewart of the Am-
algamated Transit Union, (also a
former student in the Soviet Union)
got himself a $20, 000 a year ap-
pointment out of precisely that type
of trade unionism, and Harvey
Murphy, former Mine Mill, sold
his union to Steel for a life pension
of $500 per month.

For a fleeting moment it seemed
as though we might have succeeded
in penetrating Dewhurst's alleged
mind with a glimmer of light when
he wrote: "...all working people -
organized and unorganized - are
exploited at the point of production.
And, the more modern the plant the
greater the exploitation.' This was
precisely the point we made in June
based on Engels thesis. But, alas,
Dewhurst still sees the need for
hanging on to his theory of "ex-
ploitation in the market place' and
keep a tight grip on it with one hand,
He writes, " These are times of
monopoly control of the market, ..
The motto of the monopolists is to
charge all the traffic will bear,
while charging the ''greed" of the
organized workers, as the cause
of their price manipulations. In
fact, the "expert' leaves us with
the impression that he believes only
the organized workers are exploit-
ed at the point of production - his
special discovery is that the unor-
ganized are exploited in the mark-
et place. Dewhurst says, "...the
poor and the unorganized are the
special victims of monopoly rigged
prices. " And we had always thought]
that the unorganized were the help~
less victims of the exploiters AT
THE POINT OF PRODUCTION!

Dewhurst writes: '""Mr. Smith pro-
poses an accomodation between the
trade unions and the employers.

An accomodation between partners
is a natural consequence of a part-
nership. But an accomodation be-
tween employers and organized lab-
our is an unnatural act. For they

are on opposite sides of a class
battle over hours, wages and con-
ditions. "

". .. For the unions to allow tend-
encies to develop for an accomod-
ation with the employers is tanta-
mount to disarming the workers in
their struggle for a living wage. "

According to the Shorter Oxford
Dictionary, 'to accomodate' is
"to adapt oneself to; to adjust, re-
concile, to bring to agreement; to
come to terms.' An accomodation
is ""an arrangement of a dispute; a
settlement. " Therefore, this "un-
natural act' is the specific and
presently the sole task of the or-
ganized labour movement. Every
union agreement, every conclusion
to a strike, is an "arrangement of
a dispute; a settlement', therefore
in Dewhurst's consideration, ""an
unnatural act', which means that
Dewhurst is beating on the wind in
his argument with Smith since he
conceeds that Smith has stated the
situation correctly.

Does Dewhurst propose any rad-
ical change in this arrangement?
Not so anyone would notice. When
he does get around to mildly slap-
ping organized labour on the wrist
it is for failing to include the un-
organized in the "accomodation"
with eapitalism. He writes: ""Or-
ganized labour can provide the
answer for the distressed state of
the unorganized andthe poor, It can
organize them, It can lead them in
struggle to raise wages..."

What Dewhurst fails to come to
grips with is the fact that Smith
touches on without ever really un-
derstanding what he has got hold of:
the "accomodation' can provide a
worthwhile pay-off only when it cov
ers a minority of the workers. This

is something that is very well known
to the union bureaucrats (including

members of Dewhurst's own Party)
and it is the basic reason why they

are not interested in organizing the
poor and unorganized.

Let us take, for example, the
more than 2 million workers who
do not earn enough to make them
liable for income tax, To raise
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this group alone to a minimum in-
come of $100 per week would call
for an average increase of at least
$3000 per year, In other words,
an additional 6 billion dollars
annually as the workers' share of
the gross national product. Capi-
talism could not provide that kind
of "accomodation'' and still re-
main capitalism. So any mean-
ingful fight for the poor and un-
organized would require an end to
""accomodation' and a challenge

which Dewhurst and the rest of the -

bureaucrats recoil from in horror.
It is precisely this point also that
Smith fails to realize -- fighting
for a livable wage for those below
income tax level would shatter the
Smith dream of accomodation.

The fact is that Dewhurst's
Party is on record as proposing
an "accomodation" with capitalism
on a grander scale than any U. S.
union bureaucrat ever thought of.
The so-called policy of "Demo-
cratic Public Control" put forward
at the Communist Party's 18th
Convention calls for representa-
tive committees made up of dele-
gates from trade unions, govern-
ment, and employers, for the
purpose of controlling automation
"in the interest of all the people. "
This is no more than a grandiose
mediation scheme designed to
achieve an "accomodation' that
would become compulsory for all.

Some interesting points that
the Party's resolution on Demo-
cratic Public Control include are:

(a) "establishing democratic
public controls over automation
and to stop the monopoly capitalist

control of the automation process,"

(b) "to curb monopoly through
Democratic Public Control and
check its unbridled power. "

On the one hand, the Party
talks-about a group of capitalists
who have "unbridled power" (which
would include control of the state).
Then the Party turns around and
talks about this Democratic Public
Control -- with representatives
from unions, management, and the
government., The point is that the

government is controlled by a
class, the capitalist class whose
only aim in life is for the maxi-
mization of profits. With part of
these profits they control the state,
that is, the government -- no mat-
ter what government (they may
have different names) -- and they
can buy trade union '"leaders'" at
small prices of $20, 000 or $40, 000
a year,

In view of the record, when
Dewhurst says: '""When union lead-
ers suggest joint union-manage-
ment research for statistics per-
tinent to bargaining, that also is
an accomodation, " he is condemn-
ing with "tongue in cheek." When
Party member Charles Stewart of
Vancouver accepted his $20, 000
a year position with the Mediation
Board, he was merely following
the proposals laid down in the
Party resolution on '""Democratic
Public Control." British Colum-
bia's Mediation Board is repre-
sentative of unions, government,
and employers, therefore it com-
plies with the terms laid down in
the resolution. In the resolution,
there is no mention of classes in
society and how class contradic-
tions take place or how they are
solved. That document is pure
demogogic, social democratic
nonsense.

Dewhurst and his Party cannot
have it both ways. Either they
are for or they are against long-
range ''accomodations'. Their
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present official policy and state-
ments are strongly in favour of
this kind of "accomodation " and
we are aware of no thought being
given to changing this situation.

What is the attitude of the Pro-
gressive Workers Movement to-
wards "accomodation''? Lenin useg
the example of highway robbery to
make the distinction between a
principled accomodation and an
unprincipled one. ''One must
learn to distinguish between a man
who gave the bandits money and
firearms in order to lessen the
damage they can do and facilitate
their capture and execution, and a
man who gives bandits money and
firearms in order to share in the
loot," (Left Wing Communism,
1920.) PWM's position is that a
labour contract should be viewed
as an accomodation with capitalist
bandits in order to lessen the dam-
age they can do. However, what
"Democratic Public Control" means
in practice (eg. Charles Stewart
and the B, C. Mediation Commis-
sion) is an accomodation with the
bandits in order to share in the
loot.

Politically advanced workers
should be mobilized towards the
ultimate goal of putting an end to
capitalism in order to build a soc-
ialist society -- not to coming to
terms with the capitalists in the
context of the existing social
system.,
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TOWARDS A PARTY

THE CP. DISINTEGRATES

February 1964 found the Commun-
ist Party of Canada nearing the end
of a sharp and often bitter ideologi-
cal struggle. The leadership
was under attack for the Party's
draft programme, which no longer
offered the Canadian working class
even a glimpse at the route to a soc-
ialist Canada. Party membership
and influence was on the decline,
and a lengthy inner-party document
criticizing the draft programme
said "if the convention endorses the
policy outlined, we would have no
hesitation in predicting an even more
rapid decline in the future'. (The
authors of that document were later
expelled and went.on to form, with
others, the Progressive Worker's
Movement. )

The inability of the Party leader-
ship to justify its positions to the
mem bership leadto more decline and
crises. Last year PWpointed to yet
another developing crisis in the
ranks of the Communist Party. Dur-
ing the final month of 1968 the crisis
broke with all its fury in British
Columbia where the main Party
strength and influence has been con-
centrated. Expulsions, resignations
and just plain quits have penetrated
all the way up to the national com -
mittee and have stripped the Brit-
ish Columbia organization of a large
part of its most active members.

The surviving Party leaders have
met the crisis in the time-honored
fashion: by trying to bury the real
issues and problems under mount-
ains of slander and invective. Find-
ing it impossible to tackle basic is-
sues the Party leaders try to turn
the discussion on the point that the
dissidents failed to appear before
the special provincial convention
to defend their views. Nigel Morgan
the British Columbia leader of the

Party, described the defectors as
"disruptive, factional, anti-Soviet,
anti-working class", which, trans-
lated, means they prefer their own
brand of non-Marxist analysis of
world affairs to that of Morgan.

B, C. and national leaders are try
ing to present a brave front in the
face of the crisis but its real depth
is bound to become apparent during
the next few months. The Party's
West Coast organ, Pacific Tribune,
under the incompetent direction of
Maurice Rush, an old Party hack
and time-server, has been in deep
trouble for several years, showed
definite signs of being on the verge
of final disaster during its recent
circulation drive which took place
while the Party crisis was matur-
ing. Even doctored reports could
not hide the fact that the circulation
drive was a total disaster. The
annual drive for funds is about due
and will no doubt fall far short of
its objective. It remains to be seen
if the national leaders are prepared
to make financial subsidies available
or if they will order a merger with
the national organ, Canadian Trib-
une.

Organizationally the Party is in
worse shape now than it has been at
any time since its founding almost
a half century ago. For some years
in spite of many pious resolutions,
the Party appeal to youth in Canada
has been completely ineffective. Al-
most the only youth entering Party
ranks in the last twenty years have
been the children and grandchildren
of old Party originals. It is main-
ly this handful of young people who
are now moving out leaving the
Party more than ever an organiz-
ation of old, semi-retired people.

Still another serious blow has
been sustained in the area.of trade

union work. In B, C, the Party had
succeeded in building a fairly effec-
tive trade union machine which had
won a number of leading positions
Among the list of Party casualties
are a number of people who hadcon-
tributed to making the Party trade
union machine work efficiently
These defections are bound to ser-
iously impede the Party work in the
unions.

The Party leadership placed heavy
reliance on professionals and intel-
lectuals organized in so-called "secH
urity clubs', the members of which
were kept hidden and denied being
attached to the Party in any way.
These "security' members were
important for financial support and
to do political work for which they
were eminently fitted as secret
members.

It is impossible to say how many
of these "security' members have
quit since, obviously, no one is
saying. However, some idea of
how deeply they may be affected by
the crisis can be gleaned from the
fact that two of those expelled, Car-
on and Ruddell, were the people
most responsible for giving lead-
ership to the security clubs.

Behind all the invective being
hurled by Morgan at the heads of
the defectors is the very real prob-
lem of a crisis in policy. Despite
all the wordy epistles issued by the
Party bureaucrats, they have no
real policy so far as Canada is
concerned. The small collection
of bureaucrats now passing them-
selves off as a Communist Party
has no other function then to act
as apologists for Moscow. They
insist that any action, however out-
rageous, taken by Moscow, must
not be criticized on pain of excom-
munication. The defence of Rus-
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sia's flagrant aggression against
Czechoslovakia makes it quite
clear that the leaders of the CP in
Canada belong to Moscow, body and
soul, As the saying goes: ""He who
pays the piper calls the tune", and
in this case, Moscow is paying the
piper and calling for a servile tune.
Because it is propped up by Mos-
cow, the Party will no doubt con-
tinue to exist in its present decim-

ated form--that is, so long as Mos

cow has need of it and is willingto
pay the cost. But so far as Canad-

ian affairs are concerned, the CP
has no effective role to play. For
a Party dedicated to the parliament-
ary game of politics the CP went
through a traumatic experience in
the last federal elections when all
its weakness was made glaringly
obvious. The next election will be
even more disastrous--if they dare
to nominate at all.

We could give this corpse a dec-
ent burial if only the Moscow mort-
icians would put away-the cosmetics

and admit that the body is dead. But
the decline of one revisionist organ-
ization does not mean that the
struggle against revisionist ideology
is over. The ryling class has need
of revisionist ideology and it will

be with us for a long time to come--
even after the political victory of
socialist forces. We must learn
what we can from the negative ex-
ample of the "Communist' Party

of Canada to arm us in the fight
against revisionist ideology.

continued from page 2

would discuss political issues
more thoroughly, and in a some-
what more generalized or theoreti-
cal manner. (The function of the
magazine would be to give leader-
ship to people who recognize the
need to struggle for Canadian in-
dependence and for socialism.)
Finally, we would have a theoreti-
cal paper, whose circulation would
be still smaller. (Its function
would be to carry on the theoreti-
cal struggle to build a Marxist-
Leninist party in Canada, and to
criticize or expose differing or
hostile theoretical positions.) In
other words, the three regular
publications of the future will be
divided according to the political
understanding and needs of var-
ious kinds of readers.

To some extent the three sec-
tions of the present Progressive
Worker parallel, roughly, the
three different kinds of publica-
tions of the future. The questions
discussed in the Canadian section
are of broad interest; the second
section, a Marxist-Leninist dis-
cussion of international questions,
is of more limited appeal; and the
third, more theoretical, section is
of interest to a relatively small
number of Canadians. Our inten-
tion in organizing the paper this
way is that our readers will be
able to pass on copies of the paper
to interested friends who can be-
gin reading on the first inside page
with something that probably falls

within their immediate experience
(for example, the housing crisis).

Aside from the technical and
organizational changes in the paper
the Progressive Worker has chang-|

ed, and will continue to change, be-
cause more and more people are
participating in producing it. There
is more collective discussion of
editorial questions, and more peo-
ple are involved in the actual writ-
ing of the paper. We are presently
setting up a research center, and
intend to initiate research projects
(directly related to ongoing
struggles) that will undoubtedly be
useful in providing detailed mater-
ial for articles in the paper. Also
more people are helping with the
actual production of the paper --
including the typing, the layout,
and the printing. This can only
help improve Progressive Worker.

Finally, it should be mentioned
that the paper is changing, and will
inevitably change, according to the
development of political under-
standing within PWM. For exampl
in the last issue we discussed
briefly our new understanding of
the Movement's organizational
tasks. For another example,
future issues of the paper will un-
doubtedly have more emphasis on
the problems facing Canada's un-
organized workers.

* * * * * *

In the course of reorganizing our

paper, we have had to fall back on

combined issues, because of the
time pressure. It looks like we
will have to do this once more

next month, For many readers
across Canada, Progressive
Worker is virtually the only regu-
lar contact they have with progres-
sive ideas, and we feel badly

about letting them down. Neverthe-
less, our reorganization of the
paper is being done entirely in
order to improve it, so that it can
better serve the interests of its
readers, and the Canadian people
in general, Furthermore, while
we hope that the paper will continue
improving with every future issue,
the period of basic reorganization
is coming to a close, and after the
next issue we should be back to

our regular monthly publishing
pattern.

At this point, a commercial mag|
azine would have to ensure its
readers that they would be getting
their full 12 issues for the money
that they paid. Actually, regular
subscribers to PW know that we
have a more informal relationship
with our readers, and generally
carry a reader's subscription
over for a couple of months after
the expiration date anyway.

Progressive Worker is definite-
1y not a commercial undertaking --
if it was, we would have closed
our doors long ago. With the new
postal rates, each delivered copy
of the paper costs between 15 and
20 cents, depending on the number
of pages. We keep the subscrip-
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tion rates down to a dollar because
we want every Canadian to be able
to afford to subscribe. Those
readers who can afford it, and
who feel that they want to see PW.
continue and expand, should con-
tribute more according to their
ability to pay. The extra eight or
nine cents cost per copy of PW
doesn't come out of thin air -~ it
comes from the pockets of our
readers and supporters.

This is a good time to thank the
many readers who have sent in
contributions, particularly since
our last appeal. We are planning
in the next two months to purchase
more printing equipment which will
enable us to produce more and
technically improved copies of PW
at less cost per copy. We also
intend to begin a subscription
drive which involves considerable
expense in mailing out sample
copies, ete. Contributions com-
ing in now will help with these two

added expenses.

Expansion aside, however, Pro-
gressive Worker owes its very
existence to the contributions --
mostly small ones -- that come
in to us every month, In many
cases these contributions come
from people on unemployment in-
surance, or workers earning under
$1.50 an hour. One old-age pen-
sioner comes down regularly and
gives us $1. 00 from his pension
cheque. It is thanks to people like
these that the Progressive Worker

exists at all.

The publication of Progressive

Worker is not an end in itself --

it is a means for furthering the
struggle for national independence
and socialism in Canada. We wel-
come all financial contributions,
suggestions, criticisms and arti-
cles that contribute to these goals.
We realize that the paper has many
shortcomings, and we are doing
our best to improve it. Criticism

nor®

REVOLUTIONARY
.JRISH POETRY, .,

recting the defence of the Dublin Post Office during the Easter Rebellion

of 1916.

When the British captured Connolly, they propped him up in

hospital for trial and put him before a firing squad in a chair. The
poem below, by Liam MacGowan, describes the execution through the

eves of a member of the firing squad.

The man was all shot through that
came today

Into the barrack square;

A soldier I -- I am notproudtosay

We killed him there;

They brought him from the prison

: hospital.

To see him in that chair

Ithought his smile would far more
quickly call

A man to prayer.

Maybe we cannot understand this
thing

That makes these rebels die;

And yet all things love freedom and
the Spring

Clear in the sky!
Ithink I would not do this deed again
For all that I hold by;

'Gaze down my rifle at his breast —-

but then
A soldier L

They say that he was kindly -- differ-
ent, too

Apart from all the rest;

A lover of the poor; and all shot
through

His wounds ill drest,

He came before us, faced us likea
man,

Who knew a deeper pain

Thanblows or bullets -- ere the

and suggestions are important be-
cause they help us realize
particular shortcomings, and ways
of overcoming them, Financial
contributions are important too,
because they keep the paper going
so that there is something to im-~
prove on.

Actually, all of us who believe in|
the goals of Canadian independence
and socialism, and who feel that
the Progressive Worker is
sincerely trying to further the
struggle for these goals, have a
responsibility to help the paper, if
only by criticism. Readers who
have thought of the paper as being
published somewhere ''out there"
should begin to think of it more as
belonging to all of us, fighting for
the common interests of the Can-
adian people in the best way it
knows how. The more people from
all over Canada that participate in
this, the better the paper will be-
come.

world began;
Died he in vain?

Ready present! Andhe just smiling—
God!
I felt my rifle shake.
His wounds were opened out and
round that chair
Was one red lake;
I swear his lips said 'Fire'! when
all was still
Before my rifle spat
That cursed lead -- And I was picked
to kill
A man like that,




